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ARE you going to the World’s Fair? If so it would 
be economy to join the AMERICAN Druccist World's 
Fair Club. Full details on the pink pages. 


O-OPERATIVE manufacture of proprietary 
medicines seems to offer a good means of fight- 

ing the cutter, and a correspondent outlines a plan for 
introducing this scheme in another column. We 
would like our readers to express their views on the 


subject. 
a ae 


THE FIFTEEN DOLLAR PRIZE. 


[* the October issue of the AMERICAN DRvuGGIsT a 
prize of fifteen dollars was offered for the best 
paper submitted on hot soda water. This prize has 

been awarded to Mr. E. C. Marshall, of Charlestown, 


Mass., for his article as it appeared in this journal for 
November, and we are pleased to present on another 
page a likeness and a brief biographical sketch of the 
successful contestant. 


TWENTY-SECOND YEAR. 


JANUARY, 
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1893. 


IN FEBRUARY 


HE pharmacist begins to look up his soda cata- 
logues, revise his list of soda fountain drinks, pre- 
pare his Spring Medicines and make ready for the 
Spring campaign against thirst and that “tired feel- 
ing.” 
In our February number. 
Thomas Warwick will write on 
The Dispensing Counter and its Troubles, 
How to prevent sputtering, 
How to secure a thoroughly cold beverage. 
Jos. R. Perry, Pharmacist, Editor of the /ndiana 
Pharmacist and lecturer on Pharmacy at the Indian- 
apolis Medical College, will write on 
Why I dd advocate a Pharmacy Law, 
Why I don’t advocate a Pharmacy Law. 


Tue Epiror will discourse on Spring Medicines, 
Their use and abuse, 
How to make them, 
How to sell them. 
“PIONEERS IN THE DruG TRADE,” 
trated biographical sketches, will be inaugurated in 
the February issue and continued throughout the 
year. 


a series of illus- 


illustrated series of 
will be carried 


RETAILERS,” an 
in the January 


“¢ SUCCESSFUL 
sketches begun issue, 


on, 






“Tips on ADVERTISING” will be continued and the 
field enlarged, while all the several departments will, 
as usual, be kept thoroughly abreast of the times. 

Prof, L. E. Sayre, Ph. G., Dean of the Department 
of Pharmacy of the U sinewsinn of Kansas, and other 
able writers have been added to our list of special con- 
tributors since the publication of our prospectus in 
the January issue. 

ote 


SHALL WE HAVE A STAMP TAX? 


\W E publish elsewhere in this issue an article from 

the New York Medical Times proposing a re- 
vival of the stamp tax on proprietary medicines. In 
our correspondence column we give the views of a num- 
ber of practical pharmacists on the subject, and would 
be pleased to hear from the trade at large on this mat- 
ter, as it is one that affects the pecuniary interests of 
every druggist in the United States. 

Theoretically considered, the proposition has many 
points worthy of commendation, and under a perfect 
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government administered by perfect men the results 
would, no doubt, inure to the public good. Our law- 
makers, however, are far from having the wisdom 
necessary to draft a law imposing a stamp tax which 
in its operation would not be attended by injustice 
and a great deal of harrassment to the retail druggist. 
It sounds well to advocate the imposition of a “tax on 
quacks,” and if it be possible to impose a tax on them 
and their nostrums alone without involving the whole 

rug trade from the smallest to the largest dealer then 
the measure has our heartiest support. 

We are also in favor of the immediate advent of the 
millenium. 

Experience is the best teacher, and all pharmacists 
who recall the annoyance and expense entailed upon the 
retailer by this tax as it was formerly levied will unite 
in opposing to their utmost the revival of a measure 
resort to which could only be justified by extreme 
financial straits on the part of the government. 

It has been suggested that the imposition of the tax 
might possibly help the situation as to cut prices. 
The suggestion shows so impractical a view of the 

subject that its consideration is not worthy serious 
attention. The condition of the trade in England 
where the stamp tax has been in operation for many 
years is a good indication of how little influence the 
tax has on the cutting of prices. 

If we are to follow English precedent let us first im- 
pose a stamp tax on legal documents, receipts, etc., 
taxing the whole people rather than any specific call- 
ing. The druggists have now in the twenty-five dollar 
tax imposed by the United States because they handle 
alcohol an unjust tax to pay, and they should not be 
saddled with another. 


“#*>e - 


OUTLAWED ACCOUNTS. 
I Spree a good-natured inertia as to making 
collections on the part of druggists, thousands 
of dollars are annually lost in bad accounts, which, if 
energetic efforts had been made, might have been col- 
lected before becoming outlawed by the statutes of 
limitation. 

The statutes vary in the several States, and we 
give below an abstract of the periods set after which 
suits may not be brought in the various States and Ter- 
ritories named. Druggists should remember that rights 
lapse by non-usage, and where the right to sue has 
not been exercised it eventually expires. 

In Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota 
the limit of prosecution on store accounts is six years, 
while in Montana five years is the limit. The shortest 
time is found in California, Colorado and Utah, and is 
two years. The next is three years, found in Alabama, 
Arizona, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, Oklahoma and Washington. The next, four 
years, is found in Florida, Georgia, Nebraska, Ne- 
vada, New Mexico, Texas and Wyoming. It must be 
noted, however, that in Texas ordinary store accounts 
between a retail merchant and his customer outlaw in 
In the following, five years is the limit : 


two years. 
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Illinois, lowa, Kentucky, Missouri, Montana, Virginia, 
and West Virginia. In Virginia, however, ordinary 
store accounts outlaw in two years and in West Vir- 
ginia in three years. By far the greatest number of 
States enjoy six years as a limit. These are Connecti- 
cut, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Vermont 
and Wisconsin. Rhode Island accounts, between mer- 
chant and merchant, run twenty years. 


hie ae 


THE ADVANCE IN ALCOHOL AND THE 
INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. 


eran to the Commissioner of Internal 

Revenue the annual consumption of spirits in the 
United States is 100,000,000 proof gallons. ,The pres- 
ent stock was estimated on October 1st at 169,294,341 
proof gallons, 119,421,599 gallons of which was in bond. 
According to the Scott bill now before Congress, the 
internal revenue tax is to be raised from go cents to 
$1.25 per gallon, and this would mean a tax of $41,797,- 
559.65 on the spirit in bond. Underthe Scott bill it 
is not clear whether the spirits in bond at the pas- 
sage of the act, would have to pay the increased tax or 
whether it could be taken out at the existing tax rate 
of ninety cents per gallon. If the owners can with- 
draw it at the present rate, the imposition of the tax 
means a profit to them of over fifty-nine millions on the 
total supply or over forty-one millions on that portion 
of the supply now in bond. 

The Whiskey Trust keeps itself thoroughly informed. 
The recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury 
that the tax on alcohol be increased was known and 
utilized by the Trust long before his message was 
officially promulgated. If an advance in theduty is 
determined upon it could not be made retroactive and 
it may be taken for granted that the Trust will see to 
it that none of their goods are in bond at the time 
that the act, if it pass, goes into effect. 

The present stocks are, as will be seen, sufficient to 
supply the demand for nearly two years and all of this 
stock would of course be used before the advanced tax 
was paid, consequently the consumer would have to 
pay the increase in price brought about by the high 
tax for almost two years before the government would 
begin to reap any increased revenue therefrom. The 
advance of fifteen cents per proof gallon (thirty cents 
per wine gallon) made by the Trust in alcohol seems 
to have been made with a view to checking purchases 
so thatthe Trust could accumulate the largest possible 
quantity of alcohol in its own nands pending an 
advance in the internal revenue tax. It is alsoa signifi- 
cant fact that some of the Western distilleries of the 
Trust have been again started up after long idleness 
and it is reputed that they have also heen buying up 
cheap whiskies outside, a report which is denied by 
the president of the Trust. 

The deficiency in revenue of the Government must 
be made good from some source, the results of the las» 
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election would indicate that the people are averse to 
making it up by additional import duties, and unless 
some method can be devised to circumvent the whiskey 
men it would seem that relief from that quarter would 
be long delayed. The drug trade in the meanwhile is 
completely at the mercy of the Trust, though an effort 
is now being made to establish independent distilleries 
ona large scale. These efforts may or may not prove 
futile, but if the increased tax is imposed on alcohol, 
and if it goes into the pockets of the Trust in the 
manner outlined above, the hopes of success in the 
venture are very remote. 


= a anal 


TRADE MARK RIGHTS AND 
OBLIGATIONNS. 

RADE mark rights are based primarily on the 
TT common-law right of proprietary interest in a 
good-will established by superiority or uniformity of 
product, etc. This right also carries with it spec- 
ific obligations upon the part of the holder. 

These obligations have recently been clearly and defi- 
nitely set forth in the decision rendered by Judge 
Andrews of the New York Court of Appeals in the 
case of the Prince 
Metallic Paint Co. The point on which the decision 
hinged was that the plaintiffs had sold under their 
trade mark, paints not taken from the original mine 
thereby deceiving the public who supposed that all the 
paint sold under that trade mark was taken from that 
mine though not so stated on the labels. Whether the 
paint sold was as good or even better than that taken 
from the old mine was immaterial. 


Manufacturing Co. vs. Prince 


By selling paint 
from other mines it was held that the plaintiffs had 
forfeited their right to relief and vitiated their trade 
mark rights. 

Absolute honesty of purpose and action on the part 
of the holder of the trade mark is held to be essential 
to the granting of protection by a court of equity. In 
the case cited, Judge Andrews said: 

A party cannot secure the confidence of the public in an article on the 
ground that it is made from one material of which the trade mark is a guar- 
anty, andthen without advising the public substitute another material and 
sell that upon the credit of the true article, and justify the false use of the 
trade mark or label onthe ground of similarity of quality, If this were per- 
mitted, it would offer a temptation to fraud, and an inferior article might be 
palmed off on unsuspecting purchasers; and, although the false article is as 


good as the true one, the privilege of deceiving the public, even for their own 
benefit, is nota legitimate subject of commerce. 


Relief was denied the plaintiff in acase where it was 
represented that a medicine was manufactured by 
Moses Atwood at Georgetown, Mass., whereas it was 
in fact manufactured in New York city. Justice 
Field, of the United States Supreme Court, delivered an 
opinion as follows : 


When the owner of atrade mark applies for an injunction to restrain the 
defendant from injuring hi, roperty by making false representations to the 
public, it is essential that the laintiff should not, in his trade mark or in the 
business connected with it, be himself guilty of any false or misleading repre- 
sentation; for if the plaintiff makes any material false statement in connection 
with the property he seeks to protect, he loses, and very justly, his claim to the 
assistance of a court of equity. 


In the case of Fetridge vs. Wells relief was denied 
the plaintiff who sold an article under the name of 
“Balm of a Thousand Flowers” on the ground that 
the article was made from oil, ashes and alcohol,was not 
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an extract or distillation from flowers, and was a soap 
and nota balm. 
stated that 


In this case the decision handed down 





Those who come into a court of equity, seeking equity, must come with 
clean handsand a pure conscience. If they claim relief against the fraud of 
others, they must themselves be free from the imputation. If the sales made 
by the plaintiff and firm are effected, or sought to be, by misrepresentation 
and falsehood, they cannot be listened to when they complain that, by fraud- 
ulent rivalry of others, their own fraudulent profits are diminished. An ex- 
clusive privilege for deceiving the public is assuredly not one that a court 
of equity can be required to aid or sanction. 


The application of these principles is of immediate 
and vast importance to the drug trade, and a circular 
recently sent out to physicians by the Chesebrough 
Manufacturing Company regarding the use of petro- 
latum where vaseline should be used, challenges the 
application of the above principles to their own case. 
The word “vaseline,” as it is generally understood by 
the public, means what we now know as merely one 
kind of “ vaseline.” 
“vaseline” he 


When the pharmacist is asked for 
may dispense “blue seal” 
“ 


vaseline, 
4 ” e . 
veterinary ” vaseline, or the orginal 
vaseline, as it happens to suit his convenience ; but so 
long as he dispenses an article made by the Chese- 
brough Manufacturing Company, they would view the 
proceeding with equanimity. 


“white ’”’ vaseline, 


Should he, however, dis- 
pense a petrolatum not made by them but of the de- 
sired quality, they would severely condemn him. 

The manufacturers have contended that “ vaseline”’ 
is not adescriptive word. It would seem to us that by 
introducing different varieties and grades of “ vase- 
line” they themselves converted it into a descriptive 
word (and descriptive words are not fit subject for 
trade marks,) while in the light of the decisions quoted 
above, they—independently of this view of the case 
forfieted right to relief against imitators by having the 
same name apply to different qualities with the effect 
of deceiviug the public. 





This line of argument logically carried out would 
invalidate many trade marks. Saccharin, for instance, 
was supposed by the public to be a definite chemical 
until some years after it was placed on the market, 
when the purified saccharin was 
announced, this being three times as powerful, as a 


appearance of 


sweetener, as the original saccharin. In the latter case 
the patent rights are protection against manufacture 
of saccharin by others but it serves as an illustration. 

In proprietary medicines, also, it has been found by 
analysis that the composition of an article of estab- 
lished reputation has been altered without any state- 
ment to that effect having been published. Does not 
such change vitiate the proprietary rights of the manu- 
facturer? 

Manufacturers must remember that the possession 
of a trade mark imposes obligations as well as confers 
rights, and that to retain their rights they must ob- 
serve their obligations. 


oo ——— 


CHOLERA Cases are reported as having occurred ina 
No authoritative report of 
bacteriological examinations has yet appeared, however, 
and the true nature of the disease is therefore in doubt. 


convict camp in Arkansas. 
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PROFIT SHARING AND PARTNERSHIPS. 


A DECISION was recently handed down from the 
Supreme court of the United States which eluci- 
dates some hitherto not clearly defined points as to 
the amount of responsibility entailed by partnership, 
and which, in view of the fact that so many pharma- 
cists conduct business under some such profit-sharing 
arrangement, is of peculiar interest to druggists. 

The rule formerly laid down, and long acted on as established, was, that a 
man who received a certain share of the profits as profits, witha lienon the 
whole profits as security for his share, was liable asa partner for the debts of 
the partnership, even if it had been stipulated between him and his co-partners 
that he should not be so liable ; but that merely receiving compensation for la- 
bor or services, estimated by a certain proportion of the profits, did not render 
one liableas a partner. The test was often stated to be, whether the person 
sought to be charged asa partner took part ofthe'profits as ajprincipal, or 
only as an agent. 

In the present_state ofthe law upon this subject it may perhaps be doubt- 
ful whether any more precise general rule can be laid down than that those 
persons are partners who contribute either property or money to carry ona 
joint business for their common benefit,and who own and share the profits 
thereof in certain proportions. If they do this, the incidents or consequences 
follow that the acts of one in conducting the partnership business are the acts 
of all ; that each is agent for the firm and for the other partners ; that each re- 
ceives part of the profits as profits and takes part of the fund to which the cred- 
itors of the partnership have a right to look for the payment of their debts ; 
that all are liable as partners upon contracts made by any of them with third 
persons within the scope of the partnership business,and that even an express 
stipulation between them that one shall not be so liable, though good between 
themselves, is ineffectual as against third persons. And participating in profits 
is presumptive but not conclusive evidence of partnership. 

In,whatever form the rule is expressed it is universally held that an agent cr 
servant. whose compensation is measured by a certain proportion of the profits 
f the partnership business, is not thereby made a partner, in any sense. So an 
agreement that the lessor of a hotel shall receive a certain portion of the profits 
thereof by way of rent does not make him a partner with the lessee. Andit 1s 
now equally well settled that the receiving of part of the profits of a commer- 
cial partnership, inlieu of or in addition to interest, by way of compensation 
for a loan of money, has of itself no greater effect. 

See Meehan v. Valentine, Supreme Court of the United States, 12Sup. Ct 
Rep., 972 (457). 

-——-- ~ +ee- —_ 


AN AGE OF HYGIENE. 
HE attitude of mankind toward disease may be 
divided into four general groups. The primitive 
man, helpless in the presence of disease, takes the life of 
the aged and afflicted rather than have them a burden 
on his hands ; a stephigherin the scale of civilization 
and we find incantation and conjuration resorted to; 
then therapeutic medicine 
rational—and finally in the highest stage of enlighten- 
ment and intellectual development, prophylactic medi- 
cine is given the first place. 
The race is now entering upon the era of prophylac- 
tic medicine, and it behooves the progressive pharmacist 
to bestir himself in this field. 


comes and 





empirical 


The time when thera- 
peutic medicine will be relegated to a secondary posi- 
tion is as yet distant, for before that era arrives not 
only the leaders but the masses also must be brought 
to thoroughly comprehend the necessity of living in 
strict compliance with the rules of hygiene. That it 
is coming, however, is patent to any thoughtful 
watcher of the current of affairs. 
y The general interest manifested in all matters per- 
taining to hygiene and sanitation finds expression in 
the popular literature of the subject, which grows not 
only in volume, but also in quality. 

Those young men who are now entering upon the 
career of a pharmacist will find abundant opportunity 
for utilizing ail the knowledge of analysis, both chemi- 
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cal and physical, which they can gain in college. The 
analysis of waters and alimentary substances can 
in many well be with the 
duties of the pharmacist, and in fact there are 
already many pharmacists who combine the duties 
of analyst and pharmacist, and as the standard 
of attainments of college graduates is raised from 
year to year, this class should and _ will steadily grow 


instances associated 


Si koa 


AN IMPOLITIC MOVE 


DRUGGIST recently posted in his window the 





article printed in the November issue of the 
AMERICAN Drucoist, in which an opinion was given 
as to the propriety of holding a prescription for advise- 
ment with the prescriber before dispensing. In con- 
junction with this was the following: 

This prescription was written and prescribed by one of the Upland doctors 
for a child in Chester. The doctor was such anignoramusthat he did not know 
he was prescribing a fatal dose, even when his attention was called toit. An 
fifteen year old child ought to have known that fifty drops of turpentine ini 
strong state, would be dangerous. The second or third dose would have been 
fatal. 

Pharmacists are frequently placed in most trying 
positions through their efforts to protect the patient, 
from possible errors on the one hand and their desire 
to retain the good will of the prescribers on the other. 
In the case above cited, the pharmacist has laid him- 
self liable to criticism as having made the controversy 
public, where, there was nothing to be gained by 
doing so. A certain degree of professional courtesy 
should always be observed in the relations between 
physician and pharmacist, and whichever party fails 
to observe this courtesy falls short of doing his whole 
duty. Posting the above notice was wrong. 

Professor Horatio C. Wood, editor of the U. S. Dis- 
pensatory, author of the leading work on therapeutics, 
etc., whose name stands at the head of the medical pro- 
fession in America, was asked to give his opinion on 
the case as stated in the November issue of the AMER- 
IcAN Druceist, and referring to the fact that the dis- 
penser held the prescription for some time with a view 

‘ 
to consulting the physician, he writes as follows : 
Editor AMERICAN DruGGisT: a 

In reply to your letter of January 6th, I should say that the apothecary did 
right. His position was a most difficult one. The prescription was one the 
dose of which would not kill, though it might do harm tothe patient. It is clear 
that when a fatal dose is indicated in a prescription of the doctor, the apothe- 
cary ought not to compound without communication with the physician ; and 
my own opinion is, that when the dose is sufficiently unusual and large to 
seriously endanger the patient, the same rule should hold. 

To me it is extraordinary that a physician should get out of patience with 
an apothecary for caution in this respect. I do not believe there is a doctor who 
has reached any length of years and size of practice who has not some time or 
other made a mistake, less or great, which has been caught in the net of the 
apothecary. Personally, I suppose apothecaries have come to me about my 
prescriptions twenty times where there was nothing wrong, for every time 
when the prescription had an error in it, but if they had not come the error 
might have been missed. One of the dominant fears of my own life has been 
that of making a mistake of importance in a prescription ; and though for thirty 
years I have escaped, I never can get from under the shadow of the possibility ; 
and by courtesy of manner I always try to encourage precaution on the part of 


those who compound. Yours very truly, 
H. C. Woon, 


1925 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 

If all practitioners took the broad and sensible view 
of the situation outlined by Professor Wood, there 
would be much less cause for the discussion of the 
relations of the physician and the pharmacist. 
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Some Sponge Advertisements. 


Top O’Collum writing in Printers’ Ink some time 
since presented an advertisement to be used by a re- 


tail druggist in his local paper. 


James E. Powers in 


a later issue criticised this and prepared a different 
advertisement ; the two are reproduced below: 


Mr. Powers’ advertisement : 


SPONGE. 


A self-respecting man 
owes himself a sponge-bath 
every morning, of course ; 
and it pays to use a sponge. 

One does not pay all the 
debts he owes ; and, if any 
debt is particularly sacred, 
the payment of it ought to 
be made as pleasant as 
possible. Hence, sponge. 

But there’s a good deal 
to know about sponges 
before one can pick them 
up from the street hawkers. 

Drop in, and we'll tell 
you what little we know; 
it may be useful. 


O'Brian Bros., 





Top O’Collum’s advertisement: 


Q 


an 
You 
Tell 


A Sponge 
when you see it 


Probably you couldn’t if you 
were to see one in the natural 
state. Before it is made ready 
for market it is a slimy, ugly 
thing. What we know as a 
sponge is only the skeleton of a 
sub-marine animal. Thereisa 
great difference in sponges. If 
you are not a judge, come into 
our store the next time you want 
something in our line and we 
will gladly post you. We always 
like to deal with an intelligent 
buyer. Itisso much more satis- 
factory unless one’s goods are 
poor. 


Druggists, H. A. & F. L. MINER, 
Lowell, Druggists. 
Mippie & PALMER STREETS, MALDEN, 





Wm. H. Maher criticises the critic saying: “ I think 
Mr. Powers’ advertisement not only “no improvement 
upon the old one, but by no means its equal as a trade 
producer. It is headed ‘Sponge.’ The average family 
has a sponge; seeing this bold heading the reader 
knows it is simply an adve ment about sponges and 
he passes on. Top O’Co. :9’s advertisement has 
for head-line ‘Can You Tell a Sponge?) The reader 
lighting upon that line, wonders why such a question 
is asked, fancies there is something new to be learned 
about sponges and reads on, 

“The second paragraph of Mr. Powers’ article ap- 
pears to bea straining after effect, but not a successful 
one. I confess Iam unable to see where the connec- 
tion is between ‘Hence sponge’ and the preceding 
sentences. 

“Top O’Collum’s reading matter follows his head- 
line smoothly and naturally and contains information 
that may be, and probably is, new to most readers. If 
already known to the reader, he will recognize the fact 
that it will be newto many and it will rather please 
him that he is better informed than the public at large. 
If he is in need of a sponge; or is reminded that more 
sponges in the house are desirable, he is quite likely to 
feel that Smith is making a specialty of this article for 
the time being, and that he had better drop in there 
and supply himself.” 

Mr. Maher then submits his own idea of a sponge 
advertisement, with comments as below: 





To new subscribers;—American DruGcist, one year and any cut ‘‘Tips on 
Advertising’’ One Dollar. 
To old subscribers:—AmeErICcAN DruGGIsT, two years and any two cutsin 
“Tips on Advertising’? Two Dollars, 
Send cash with subscripticn, 


Breeding 
Sponges. 


There are two accessories of your 
bathroom that bring you health or dis- 
ease—your sponge or your towel. If 
the latter is not immaculately clean 
you disdain to touch it. Are you as 
watchful of your sponge? 

What is a sponge? The technical 
definition is a column long. A free 
answer is: An aquatic animal of a 
very low order. 

Did you ever see one as it is sold to 
thetrade? It would disgust you ; but 
after being properly prepared it isa 
pleasant object, and safe to use on the 
most delicate skin. 

Our sponges will commend them- 
selvesto the most fastidious trade. 
You are cordially invited to examine 


them. 
FOSTER & CO., 
Druggists. 


GLOUCESTER 


“We may assume, in a general way, that every 
family has sponges in the house. My head-line at- 
tracts the reader’s attention, and he or she wonders if 
the family sponges are neglected in some particulars 
and liable to breed disease. Information is wanted 
on this point, so the reader continues. 

“My first paragraph states a fact to which the reader 
quickly assents, and asks a question to which an 
answer is wanted, so he goes on. Then I speak of what 
sponges are in a way that leaves the impression that I 
could fill a column if I desired, and I follow that with 
some information that may impress them that all 
sponges are not exactly alike, but that mine can be 
bought with safety. 

“It seems to me that Mr. Powers’ advertisement 
fails in having no “snap,” has a tone of patronage 
about it, and a vague assumption that the dealer is 
doing the reader a favor even to invite him to call at 
his store. I donot admire that tone, nor do I think 
that the greatest success lies in that direction. 


Tips from Massachusetts. 
By Jerome A. CRANF, 
Of J. A. Crane & Co., Apothecaries, Clinton, Mass. 


Newspaper advertising, judiciously, persistently and 
originally indulged in, is the chief safeguard of the 
retail druggist. Without it he cannot succeed; with 
it, success is more certain and more easily attained. 

In localities where weekly papers predominate a set 
space is preferable. Make frequent changes of matter. 

Study to make the advertisement attractive in ar- 
rangement and make up. See that your goods back 
up the advertisement. ; e 

Be original, and if you can’t be original be as origt- 
nal as you can. Copy noone. Don’t strive to simply 
fill the space. ; : 

Arrange your advertisement with as much pains as 
you would arrange a show window, or a display of 
drugs. Thus the ad, like the display, will catch the 
eye and hold the attention. A four-inch space in an 
undesirable position attractively displayed and well 
written will bring more satisfactory results than a 
column which is thrown together hit or miss and 
placed next to reading matter. — : : 

Study to make your advertisement vie with read- 
ing matter for the attention of the public. 
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Circulars are chiefly useful on special “occasions as 
pushers for holiday goods, soda water or specialties in 
connection with newspaper advertising. The frequent 
and promiscuous distribution of flyers as indulged in 
by so many is a foolish expense and a waste of money. 





1 % we. { 

Do You Paint P 
Your house, or your stable, 
your fence, or your face. 
We have all kinds of paints. 
Our line of ready mixed 
paints is complete. We can 
fix you out in paints, oils, 
varnishes, pots and brushes 
for your Spring painting at 
right prices If you are a 
novice, we can tell you all 
about mixing paints. 


Drugs, Paints, Oils, Brushes, 


WAYO, WEAVER & SYKES, 


North East Corner 


Main & Market Sts., Columbus, Miss. 


The arrangement and matter of a circular should 
follow the outline specified regarding newspaper ads. 
A well gotten up circular issued at proper intervals, 
judiciously distributed, is a good investment. A poor 
circular carelessly arranged, issued indiscriminately, is 
a drug on the market. 

With either newspapers or circulars,the druggist 
should not strive to advertise all his goods in one 
issue. Make a general announcement if desired at odd 
intervals, but confine each issue chiefly to one or two 
articles which you wish to push. 

Piacards and signs are more useful in the store than 
outside. A customer waiting for medicine or other 
articles will amuse himself by reading the signs, which 
often produce the desired effect. 

Fence and barn displays have little or no effect un- 
less so very attractive as to form a contrast to the 
conglomerate mass of cheap signs now flooding the 
country. A few neat signs may however be advan- 
tageous as specialty pushers. Generally speaking, the 
retail druggist can, without injury to his business, dis- 
pense with out-door signs. 
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To sum up: 

Advertise principally in newspapers, with an occa- 
sional circular. 

Use brains in writing and arranging ads. 

If you can’t furnish brains yourself get somebody 
else to furnish them, as you would get a carpenter to 
build ai house. 


Tips from Michigan. 
By Jos. A. WiLson. 


Of the Central City Soap Co., Jackson, Mich. 

Assuming, in a general way, that our druggist is 
honest (as druggists go), that he is intelligent and has 
a reasonable quantity of that quality known in com- 
mon parlance as “common sense,” we will assume 
nothing remains but to build up his trade, or maintain 
it, by advertising. This granted, the question arises, 
“which is the best way—which the most successful ?” 

We are rapidly drifting into an age of specialists; 
into an age on concentration. The druggist of to-day 
is no more like the druggist of ten years ago than Bar- 
num’s circus to-day is like it was a decade since. Times 
change and business methods with them. Therefore 


Shee 


BEING TALKED TO DEATH 


is severe punishment and I will 
make my story short. It’s 
about Alper’s Blood Tonic that 
is just as good as Hood’s Sarsa- 
parilla and only costs half as 
much. Hood’s $1, my Blood 
Tonic 50 cents—5o cents saved. 
The Custorher who buys the 
1oth bottle sold next week will 
get a bottle free or its value in 
other things. 


WM. C. ALPERS, 


Bayonne, N, J. 





it is essential that our druggist keep abreast of the 
times, subscribe to one o1 more trade journals which 
will give him an idea of what other dealers in his line 
are doing and otherwise benefit him materially. He 
must study his business and the wants of the trade he 
caters to or is maintained by. It is necessary that his 
store be kept neat, and it is especially desirable that he 
have large display windows. 

A druggist’s taste, tact and judgment is, perhaps, 
no better displayed than in his windows. It may be 
true the line affords far less range than some other 
lines of business, but there remains ample opportunity 
to decorate tastefully, attract and please the eye, and 
create a friendly interest of more than a passing 
nature. Toilet sets, perfume bottles combs, brushes, 
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etc.,can be so placed as to demand observance from 
the busy, ever-crowding public, and once the eye is 
rested on your display,a point of much importance 
has been gained in advertising your line. The window 
must be changed often, and the display varied so as to 
relieve the monotonous sameness. 

Of vastly more importance than the display window 
advertisement is the ad placed in your local papers. 
The greatest care should be taken in the preparation. 
A point to be kept in mind is that you are not appeal- 
ing to certain college graduates, or highly intellectual 
personages (who are the very few of the masses you 
serve), but rather to persons of a medium turn intel- 
lectually. The ad must appeal rather to that class, 
and should be so worded that a school boy of ten can 
easily comprehend your meaning, or the point you wish 
to convey. 

While connected with a certain publication I was 
often forced to observe how crudely constructed, how 
ridiculously worded many ads were when sent to 
the paper. They put off writing the item till the last 
minute, write off a hasty article, rush to the printer, 
and the thing goes to press, often a conglomeration of 
meaningless phrases, and the dealer wonders why he 
gets little or no results from his ad which he always 
assures you he has paid as much for as Mr. So and So 
who is enjoying a nice trade. It is an instance too 
often known. 








Stop right on the top rail and 
come back if you have started 
to see your girl without a bottle 
of our perfume. New stock just 
opened, 25 cents, 50 cents and 
$1, bottles, for 22 cents, 44 cents 


and 85 cents. As long as you 
are above ground try to smell 
sweet. 


DRUGS ar 
DUBLE & CORNELL’S, 


1200 W, 4th Street, Williamsport, Pa. 





” 


“Bargain sales,” “slaughter sales,” “marked down 
prices,” etc., etc., should be carefully avoided, as, too 
often indulged in, they create a distrust and disgust. 
Avoid extravagant expressions and misleading state- 
ments, and all forms of “catch” schemes. They can 
do no good, and often lead to distrust. If you havean 
especially attractive window display, tell the public so 
in your ad and invite them to inspect it. 
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Generally speaking, I have little faith in circulars. 
Sometimes they bring good results but more often the 
advertising derived from them amounts to very little. 
Taking into consideration the cost of printing, distri- 
bution, and the fact that much of the advertising is 
lost by reason of circulars being often poorly distrib- 
uted, often thrown on your door step and blown 
away, or twisted around the door knob, only to share 
a like fate. 


" Here isa well worded card from Portland, 
Me. The original was without the cut. 


gs 
oN 





MG . 


A “Twice Told, Tale,” 


This story about lung _ protectors 
nevertheless “contains its grain of 
truth. Putting one on the first cold 
snap may save you the discomfort, 
not to say danger, of an all-Winter’s 
cold. We have a good assortment, 
also a fresh lot of large chamois for 
lining jackets and making your own 
protectors, 


H. H. HAY & SON, 
Middle Street, Portland, Me. 


Summing the matter up, I am led _ to believe the 
most efficacious plan of advertising is through the 
local papers, through which you can impart to the suf- 
fering world that you have “recently received fresh 
consignments of Killem’s Cureall,” which will be sold 
at lowest prices consistent with their high standard of 
quality, changing the ad. as occasion may demand. 
Then paints, oils, etc., etc., at seasonable times of 
the year, all the while keeping in mind the fact your 
advertisements are read by intelligent people. Criti- 
cise them, compare with other ads of like nature, 
improving all you can. Keep your display window 
ever in mind, as previously suggested, and there is lit- 
tle doubt but that you will succeed. 





Electrotypes of the iliustrations ot cuts appearing 
in this series of Tips on Advertising will be furnished 
on the following terms : 

To New SuBSCRIBERS—THE AMERICAN Drucoist for 
one year together with any cut named—one dollar. 

To OLD SuBSCRIBERS—THE AMERICAN DrucocisT for 
two years and any two cuts for two dollars. 


Send cash with order tothe AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 37 College Place, New 
York. 











128 AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


Written for the American Druggist. 
Dr. Stoy’s Remedy for Hydrophobia. 
By C. L. Locuman.* 


It may be of sufficient interest to the pharmacists 
and physicians now and then to take a retrospective 
view and look at some of the remedies that have been 
forgotten or entirely neglected. 

Nearly one hundred years ago Dr. Stoy’s remedy 
for hydrophobia was considered almost a certain cure 
or preventive for that dreaded disease. The remedy 
was neglected by the doctors, but it was handed down 
from generation to generation in afew families. A 
matronly lady of Allentown, Pa., came into possession 
of the method of preparing the medicine, and also of 
the seeds of the plant, which she cultivated from year 
to year. She claimed to have treated over 100 cases 
without a failure. There was quite a stir in the 
local papers a year ago last March because of a cure 
performed by this lady on a Mr. Hippenstiel near 
Allentown, who, it was reported, had some severe spas- 
modic attacks and “ writhed in agony and tried to bite 
those waiting on him.” 

The object of this paper 
is merely to bring once 
more to the attention of the 
medical profession this 
neglected remedy with the 
hope that its merits or 
demerits may be established 
ona more scientific basis. 

The following is consi- 
dered to be, and I have 
every reason to believe is, 
an authentic recipe of Dr.» 
Stoy’s remedy for hydro- 
phobia, as used by himself. 

“Anagallis arvensis, L., dried 

BIBED. occcrecesence One handful 

Strong beer........ Two quarts. 

Theriac (Venice treacle).......... 

opebescucepesvens Two drachms. 

Boil the herb in the beer, over a slow 
fire in a new stoneware or earthen crock, 
to one-half. 

Strain by pressure, add the theriac to 
the strained decoction, and mix by 
stirring thoroughly. 

“Direction for Use—Give 
at once from three gills to 
a pint for an adult. Should 
there be symptoms of mad- 
ness the medicine must be 
repeated for two or three 
mornings in saiccession, and 
a larger quantity of herb 
added to the aforesaid quan- 
tity of beer. To children 
must be given amounts of 
the medicine suitable to 
their. age. The medicine 
must be taken warm, usual- 
ly fasting in the morning, 
and the patients must abstain from food for three or 
four hours afterward, and should avoid cold drinks of 
any kind. Should symptoms of madness have ap- 
peared, give the medicine at the first intermission. If 
a full dose cannot be given at once, it should be ad- 
ministered in divided doses, and continued from time 
to time until the patient is relieved from all bad symp- 
toms, and if possible he should not take any drink for 
the twenty-four hours.” It is also stated in the old 
directions that the patient should abstain for two 
weeks from the use of the following: Meat, cabbage, 
beans, peas, fish and water-fowl. 


*Author of Lochman’s** Dose and Price Labels,” of** Phot Indig- 
enous Medicinal Plants,” and translator of the German faareeteese aaa 





1 Anagailis arvensis, L. nearly natural size; 2. Section of 
flower ;3 Ripe fruit, showing dehiscence; 4. Seed, all enlarged. 
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“When the person is bitten through the skin, cut 
out, if possible, the wound, or rub it with a chip 
of wood till it bleeds ; also wash the wound with the 
decoction, and repeat the washing for several days. 
Should the wound require dressing use simple oint- 
ment mixed with the theriac. Repeat the dressing 
twice a day until the wound is healed. Always before 
dressing wash the wound with the decoction.” 

Let us now consider the ingredients that enter into 
this remedy. There is really only one active drug and 
that is Anagallts arvensis, L., natural order Primulacea, 
known in English as Red, or Scarlet, Pimpernel, Red 
Chickweed, Poor man’s Weather-glass; in German 
as Gauchheil, Rothe Miere, Rotner Hiihnerdarm, and 
Kesselblume. In French as Mouron des champs. It is 
a small procumbent plant from 6to 20 inches long 
with square stems and opposite leaves, sometimes ar- 
ranged in whirls of four. The flowers are scarlet or 


brick color, but occasionally purple, blue, or white, es- 
pecially when cultivated. The plant has been intro- 
duced 


from Europe where it is common in fallow 
fields and waste places, and 
it has established itself in 
similar situations in this 
country, except in the colder 
parts of New England. It 
prefers a sandy soil and is 


rather common in New 
Jersey. Fora fuller botan- 


ical description see Gray’s 
Manual or Wood’s Class 
Book of Botany. 

The plant is not destitute 
of active properties as has 
been sometimes ° asserted. 
Orfila killed a dog with 3 
drachms of an extract of the 
herb, introduced into the 
stomach, and two drachms 
ot the same extract applied 
to the cellular tissue of a 
dog’s thigh produced death 
in 12 hours, Mr. A. J. 
Heintzelman obtained a 
small quantity of a volatile 
oil from the plant, of a 
strong peculiar odor, four 
drops of which produced 
intense headacheand nausea, 
lasting for 24 hours, with 
pains throughout the body. 

More recently. Daccomo 
and Tommasi (Afotheker Zei- 
tung) discovered that the 
plant possesses the property 
of softening flesh and even 
destroying warts of a horny 
nature. They concluded 
that the plant possesses di- 
gestive properties, which may be attributed toa fer- 
ment acting like pepsin or pancreatin. This property 
was established by bruising a small quantity of the 
[fresh ?] plant and bringing it in contact with meat or 
fibrin. A maceration of 4 to 5 hours at 40° C. softened 
the meat or fibrin, and at the expiration of 36 hours 
the substances were nearly entirely dissolved. The 
experimenters were enabled to isolate the ferment in 
the form of a white, amorphous mass, readily soluble 
in water. 

The use of Anagallis arvensis dates back to time im- 
memorial. It was at one time highly extolled as a 
medicine andZused in epilepsy, melancholy, dropsy, 
mania and hydrophobia. 
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The theriac mentioned in the*recipe and which Dr. 
Stoy used in his day was likely similar to the formula 
in the French Codex, which consists of some sixty 
aromatic herbs, resins and gums. It contains one 
grain of opium in 50. The theriac in a simplified 
form( Electuarium Theriaca) is given in the first edition 
of the German Pharmacopeia, 1872.* 

It contains one grain of opium in too of the elect- 
uary. No matter by what formula the theriac that 
Dr. Stoy used in his remedy was prepared, aside from 
the opium, it could have exerted but a slightly 
stimulant action. The strong beer was a malt liquor 
somewhat similar to the lager brewed for immediate 
use to-day. 

In Silliman’s Journal, 1806, p. 187, appears an article 
on the use of Anagallis arvensis, as a remedy for hy- 
drophobia, communicated in a letter to Mr. Isaac 
Hiester, student of medicine, Philadelphia, from a Mr. 
Lochman, Lebanon, Pa. Mr. Lochman writes as fol- 
lows : ‘Concerning the remedy which the late Dr. Stoy 
used and which his widow still uses, in the cure of hydro- 
phobia, I can inform you that it is here supposed, by 
a great majority of the people, to be infallibly success- 
ful. I know of no cases that have occurred since I 
have resided at Lebanon in which the symptoms of 
madness were perceptible ; but I know of many where 
people and cattle had been bitten by dogs which were 
really mad and which were cured by Dr. Stoy’s rem- 
edy. I myself had a horse and cow bitten by a dog, 
which had bitten no less than twenty in the town and 
neighborhood. I applied to Dr. Stoy, and used his 
remedy, and the animals continued perfectly free from 
disease. 

“Thave also been told by persons residing here that 
Dr. Stoy had cured persons really mad, who had 
been brought to Lebanon tied with ropes and held by 
strong men, and who had the paroxysms of madness 
several times. Mrs. Stoy possesses several certificates 
of such cases. About the remedy itself I know so 
much, that Dr. Stoy used the very same herb’ which 
Mr. Kittering, of our county, made known to the 
Senate of Pennsylvaniaa few years since, but I believe 
he also made use of several other ingredients. Mr. 
Kittering used nothing but the herb of Anagallis in a 
pulverized state, but Dr. Stoy boiled it and the other 
ingredients in strong beer.—Lebanon, July 19, 1800.” 

The editor of Szl/iman’s Journal made some re- 
marks on this letter and expresses doubt of the cura- 
tive properties of the remedy and refers to one case 
where the remedy failed, but says, “We are not un- 
willing to publish the testimony of respectable persons 
in favor of it, and the testimony of Mr. Lochman is de- 
serving of some attention.” 

The writer of this article is not inclined personally 
to express an opinion on the merits of the remedy, but 
it appears the testimony in its favor is as strong or 
stronger than that which supports the Pasteur treat- 
ment. He is also fully aware of the fact that many 
dogs apparently mad are free from genuine rabies, and 
in persons really bitten by dogs suffering from the true 
malady, the disease may never develop itself. But 
since it has been shown that Axnagal/is possesses such 
active properties it should be more fully investigated, 
and its therapeutic value and dose established. It is 
probable that the ancients used the fresh plant, which 
undoubtedly is more active, and a concentrated tinct- 
ure, or a fluid extract from the fresh, green herb, would 
be an active preparation. 

In the absence of the green herb, a fluid extract of 





* Sherry wine, 3 parts; opium, powdered, part; macerate for a day and 
add the following articles in powder: Angelica root, 6 parts; terpentaria, 4 parts; 
valerian, squill, zedoary, cassia bark, each, 2 parts ; cardamonas, myrrh and 
a of iron, each, 1 part; and with 72 parts of clarified honey, make intoa 
confection. 
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the dried plant with diluted alcohol would be a suit- 
able preparation,,. 
BETHLEHEM, Pa. 
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What we Cannot Take Back. 
By Wm. BopeMann.* 


I have never meta druggist who at some time or 
other has not had trouble about goods bought and 
returned at his place of business. It has occurred to 
me very often that I would scribble down a little rea- 
soning on that score and have it printed, and, wherever 
opportunity offered, present it to a patron in place 
of relying on diplomacy—which I have not got—or on 
smooth talk—which is not my style. 

If I sell an original package of some proprietary 
medicine and a patron returns such package in good 
condition for some reason or other, I cheerfully 
return the money—or exchange for something else. 
But when I sella fountain syringe—an atomizer—a 
water bag—a bed pan, a breast pump—a Clinical ther- 
nometer —the case is very different. 

Undoubtedly in many cases, the article is returned 
because it has served the purpose, and patrons un- 
thinkingly wish to save expense by returning it. I say 
unthinkingly, because there can hardly be any reason- 
able being who would knowingly buy such an article of 
you, or any druggist, if they had the faintest idea that 
such an article had already been used in somebody 
else’s sick room. What would become of a druggist 
of whom the patrons knew that he offered articles for 
sale that had already been used ? 

If I take back an atomizer that had been used in a 
house where there is diphtheria and sell such an atom- 
izer—and thereby spread the epidemic—would I not be 
just as much guilty of criminal neglect as if I had sold 
morphine for quinine ? 

How, then, cana druggist guard against this? Sim- 
ply by drawing the line on such items as above men- 
tioned, and by refusing peremptorily to take them back 
after they have once left his hand. Only in this way 
can he vouch for his goods absolutely. 

If you procure a bundle of greenbacks from a bank 
marked $100, the bank does not permit you to claim a 
shortage if you have left the bank without counting 
your package on the spot. So the druggist. If rubber 
goods of above description have been out of your con- 
trol once, you cannot conscientiously assert that they 
have never been used before. 

You owe it to your patrons to protect them, and you 
cannot do so unless you absolutely refuse to accept 
goods back after you once sold them ; and I would be 
very much mistaken if a patron would not think more 
of you for taking such a determined stand. 

But we are often rushed, do not always feel just like 
making a good argument, and, with that view, I re- 
duced my thoughts to writing, and hope they will assist 
my brother druggists in a case of exchange trouble. 

Cuicaco, Iti. 











ee 


Printed statements frequently carry more weight than 
do spoken words, and aslip bearing a reprint of the above 
and wrapped with each of the articles sold in the line re- 
ferred to may not only prevent friction with customers 
on the subject of exchange, but also serve as a good 
advertisement of the druggist’s caution and foresight. 
We will furnish such reprints to our readers at twenty- 
five cents per hundred. Editor AMERICAN DRucaist. 


*Secretary of the Chicago Apothecaries’ Society and Treasurer of the 
Illinois Coilege of Pharmacy. 
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Notes of Incompatible Mixtures.* 
BY HUGH KERR. 


The first mixture referred to belonged to the famil- 
iar class of preparations of cinchona with alkaline io- 


dides. It was as follows :-— 
Ir. 5504 ii nckpsesawardunbeacetabcedeesosweesnst gr. j. 
SE acc haces ccbetenseevcbnosussebees sd sevbavevivseees 3 ij 
i as iceckntebdiahsaseusnbbebushensvasessnesecss 3 iiss 


The author assumed that perchloride of mercury was 
intended. If dispensed with that modification the 
whole of the cinchona alkaloids as well as the 
mercury are thrown down in the form of a bulky and 
unsightly precipitate. The addition of mucilage was 
found serviceable to acertain extent in suspending the 
precipitate long enough to allow a dose to be taken, 
but on account of the tincture it was anything but 
satisfactory. The precipitate was soluble in rectified 
spirit, and taking advantage of this, the author found 
that the following method gave a perfectly bright and 
satisfactory mixture: Dissolve the sodium iodide and 
mercuric chloride in 2 fluid drachms of water, add the 
tiucture of cinchona and sufficient water to make 3 
fl. oz. Mark the dose one-half of that in the prescrip- 
tion. The president of the London Assistants’ Asso- 


ciation recently urged the necessity for the study of. 


incompatibilities by medical practitioners. Mr. Kerr 
gave two recent examples in support of this, viz.: 





Tinct. guaiaci ammon 3 ij. 
Mucilag. acaciz............ 3ij. 
OS Shi RGR ESE SED Sue SkbehecAben Susp bb deweee gr. viij. 
ACM. Sih, Ail. ........0.2sscccrcccscccescooce Sehbvers verre Ziv 
Potass. bicarb 3}. 
Aquam ad...... Ziv. 





This may be taken as an utterly hopeless instance of 
incompatibility, and, however manipulated, nothing 
but a nasty looking mess can be obtained : 


i cn oc cie base tiaessaheenenees beaae mc. 
CLO Ks ponkpes veeexh ch sb onsns ses Subs baeeinbbe nee mixx, 
Pcl ssabink sis se penvanarsavnes ospnbshersbbobeunbeeeew 3 ij 

PT ckcderisasbherehobsas tune censsbashs cae senvbawasevens 3 ij 


This looks almost hopeless. If dispensed as writtcn, 
the strychnine very soon separates out in the form of 
fine small, shining crystals. Martindale states that 
strychnine is soluble in about 400 parts of proof spirit. 
Acting on this statement, the mixture was dispensed 
with proof spirit in place of the water; but it was 
found that after a time, especially if exposed to cold, 
there was a slight separation of strychnine crystals. 
Ultimately it was found that if dispensed according to 
the following formula, the strychnine is retained in 
solution : 


Liq. strychnine 7 SEARS DEES ook eU FES Eeiieeusenenaan me. 
NOIR 6 c5 565600 So bk ebb ese nes pws nnewsnvoses deus cenes mixx, 
SEs buhveace xb oukubny siasuehnssebevenvigachsss\csee 3 ij. 

LG ccnsbobbaxGesscceuNccbes, cap anbseeresacesaensax 3 ij. 

EME Se S eR bbb sh Ns eked ce paws s 15556546 beeen evar uses z= itj. 


As the dose is one teaspoonful, there is no objection 
to this modification. The separation of crystals when 
proof spirit was used raises a doubt as to the correct- 
ness of the statement that strychnine is soluble in goo 
parts of that menstruum. On referring to published 
authorities as to the solubility of the alkaloid, the fol- 
lowing discrepant statements were found : In water: 
Squire, 1 in 5,760; Martindale, about 1 in 6,000; U. S. 
Dispensatory, 1 in 6,700. In rectified spirit: Sp. gr. 
0.838, Squire, 1 in 140; sp. gr. 0.920, Squire and Mar- 
tindale, 1 in 400; sp. gr. 0.820, U.S. Dispensatory, 1 in 
110, It is evident that there is here a subject for fur- 
ther investigation. 

It would be useful, continued the author, to have 
some authoritative opinion as to the admissibility of 
adding mucilage to a mixture when it would give the 
patient the chance of a more uniform dose, or in lo- 


* From a paper read at a meeting of the Edinburgh Chemists’ Assistants’ 
Association and reported in the Chemist and Druggist. 


[January, 1893 


tions, etc., where decomposition occurs with formation 
of a precipitate. For instance, should it be added 
when sulphate of quinine and acid infusion of roses 
are prescribed together, or when acetate of lead and 
the above infusion are ordered as a lotion? Both of 
the foregoing have recently appeared as part of the 
practical work in the Minor examination, and have 
given rise to difficulty. On putting the question as to 
the latter to three registered chemists, the first one 
said he would explain to the examiner the nature of 
the reaction that would take place, and ask if he would 
omit the acid from the infusion, as the sulphate was 
the most inert salt of lead; the second said he would 
have no hesitation in adding mucilage; and the third 
said he would have dispensed it as it stood. 

The chairman said if the first prescription were dis- 
pensed as written there would be a precipitate of 
metallic mercury, as one-half of the mercury in the 
calomel would be set free, the other half going to form 
the double iodide of sodium and mercury which dis- 
solved. 

Mr. Lyon said he had seen it stated recently that in 
alcoholic soda solution strychnine was decomposed, 
with formation of strychnic acid orstrychnol. A similar 
decomposition might take place in the last mixture, 
even though it remained bright. Healso thought it was 
objectionable to have mucilage in any lotion. 

Mr. Hill suggested that in many cases glycerine 
could be used with advantage as a suspending agent in 
place of mucilage. The discussion was continued by 
Messrs. Duncan and McEwan. 


Soci a TE cat 
Tax on Quacks.* 


The recent suggestion of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury that the tax on alcohol be increased fifty cents per 
gallon in order to raise more money for the increasing 
expenses of the government seems to have met with a 
favorable response in some quarters, and the question 
of tariff and taxation will no doubt be considerably dis- 
cussed by Congress in the near future. 

In this connection the wisdom of putting a heavy 
and permanert taxon all forms of nostrumsand quack- 
ery will at once commend itself to all wise legislators 
who are.working for the public good. A stamp tax of 
this kind, say twenty-five per cent., on every form of 
secret or proprietary medicinal preparation of any 
kind, whether sold by the retailer, proprietor, manu- 
facturer, or by advertising quack specialists, would be 
no hardship to the public, as it would in no wise affect 
the retail price of these’articles. All such manufac- 
turers could easily afford to give the government 
twenty-five per cent. of the retail price and still have a 
very handsome profit left, as their net profit is rarely 
less than five hundred per cent. and often very much 
more. 

Legitimate preparations of the Pharmacopeeia and 
other standard preparations where the complete work- 
ing formula is public property should be exempt. But 
as the success of quackery depends on secrecy and 
mystery, and as these two conditions enable unscrupu- 
lous persons to get a dollar for a few cents’ worth of a 
simple remedy, it will be seen that there would be 
no injustice to any one if a good fair tax were put on 
the business. 

If the government went still further and required 
all nostrum and secret medicine manufacturers to pay 
a big license, and place on record open to public in- 
spection a sworn statement of the exact composition, 
together with a complete working formula of each 
preparation, much good would result. And if, like in- 
surance companies, they were also required . » fugnish 





* Editorial in the New Vork Medical Times. 
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heavy bonds or make a‘special deposit which could be 
forfeited under proper restrictions, provided their 
medicine did not do all that was claimed for it, the 
public would be still better protected both in health 
and pocket, and no injustice would be done to the 
honest manufacturer of articles of real merit. 

There is no good reason why the government should 
not place the nostrum business on the same basis in its 
Internal Revenue Department as the manufacture of 
whiskey and tobacco. Analyses of these preparations 
should be made from time to time, and heavy penalties 
imposed if they vary from the sworn formula on 
record, or if any dangerous drug like morphine is 
being used. 

England, which is said to be a free trade country, 
taxes the nostrum business heavily, and derives a large 
and growing revenue from that source. 


ii aia 


Manufacture of Bougies on a Small Scale. 
BY GEORGE LUDEWIG. 


Bougies, as a rule, are not needed on short notice— 
it is of no consequence if the patient gets them an hour 
sooner or later, and there is therefore ample time given 
for the following process : 

Cut a piece of wood of exactly the size and shape the 
bougies shall have, leaving enough wood on the upper 
side fora handle. With the aid of this form roll molds 
of paper, which is not toostiff. After having marked 
to the required length, take the form out of the mold, 
cut offat the mark, push the form in again and stick 
the mold perpendicularly into a box filled with sand. 
The molds should be rolled very tight, in order to get 
them all of uniform shape. Now with the aid of heat 
incorporate the ingredients with cacao butter, and 
when the mass has cooled off a little, pour it into the 
molds, stirring well when doing so. Let stand until 
hard, remove the molds, taking care that no sand 
sticks to the bougies, and dispense in wax paper. 

When substances are prescribed that do not allow 
the application of heat, I use a rubber syringe (male). 
Of this I have cut off the cone, enlarging the orifice 
to the required width of the bougies. The volatile 
substances are triturated with a little sweet almond oil 
or mucilage of tragacanth, then cold cacao butter q. s. is 
added and thoroughly triturated until a uniform mass is 
obtained. This is filled into the syringe (from the top 
after removing the screwed cover), care being taken 
that no air gets between the different layers; the top 
is now screwed down tightly and the mass slowly 
pushed out. Cut off at required length, expose to cold 
air and dispense. 

When properly done, these processes furnish as ele- 
gant bougies as most of the machines produce.—Cana- 
dian Druggist. 


lh 0 





A Substitute for Liniment and Ointment of Potas- 
sium Iodide. 


Mr. Lyon has been working with the object of pro- 
viding a formula which will meet the requirements of 
prescribers, the object kept in view being to combine 
the iodide with a basis from which it may readily be 
absorbed. According to Bohn lanoline is the most 
suitable basis when local action only is required, and 
Luff states that when absorption of the active in gredi- 
ent is the thing aimed at, vaseline is the best basis. 
These statements are contradictory, Mr. Lyon said, 
but he thought the way out of the difficulty was to use 
equal parts of vaseline and lanoline. He tried that, 
dissolving the iodide in water, but the ointment de- 





*Abstract of paper read at a meeting of the Edinburgh Chemists’ Assistants’ 
Association. Reported in the Chemist and Druggist. 
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composed. However, the addition of glycerin would 
he thought, prevent decomposition, so he submitted 
the following formula: 


Ma NT GRE ANCIERMMEULINY oa. nine csosdieaisw'n von nada npenecs cadet 60 parts. 
DMR INOE OE ois ccrvcien cco dcib'ss.4 sineigietoaansagideaced kame 60 fluid parts. 
RRM ais «aie gia sn basins 4: osrak wiale'eininle MioteMedan eaaictladd 60 * iis 
MPT Sco scion syatsiovnsa. ala sine Kos eaten aancies ecaeas 110 parts. 
Male iva sicislanccisanss neice ouvics seulacslwevecsceacuele  * 


Melt the lanoline and vaseline together in a warm mortar, and stir until cold. 
Dissolve the iodide in the water, add the glycerin,and incorporate it with the 
base by trituration. 


Mr. Duncan did not think this preparation would 
make a suitable substitute for the official liniment, 
which was a non-greasy preparation. Luff’s experi- 
ments on the dead subject could hardly be accepted as 
conclusive, and he thought lanoline was far and away 
the best basis when absorption was desired. Any pre- 
scriber wishing the general action of potassium iodide 
would prescribe it by the mouth. 

The discussion was continued by Messrs. Cowie, 
Hill, and McEwan. The author in replying said that 
Dr. Bohn and Dr. Luff agreed in saying that absorp- 
tion did not take place when lanolin was used as a 
basis. The reason for applying potassium iodide ex- 
ternally when its general action was desired was, that 
with some patients even small doses caused irritation 
when administered by the mouth. 

ote cia 

Glykogelatin is a 
gelatin and glycerin. 

Pyrozon is a 50 percent. solution of hydrogen 
peroxide which has been recommended in skin affec- 
tions. 

Sodium Peroxide is analogous to hydrogen per- 
oxide in its action, and is being introduced as a bleach- 
ing agent. 

Lead Acetate and Zinc Sulphate in Clear Solu- 
tion.—These two salts may*be combined in clear solution 
(/nt. Pharm Gen. Anz.) by first dissolving the salts sep- 
arately in half the quantity of water ordered, together 
with some gum arabic, and then mixing the solutions. 


new salve-base made from 


Resorcinol is the name given to an amorphous, 
coffee-brown powder made by heating together equal 
parts of resorcin and iodoform. It is used in a 25 per 
cent. powder for sprinkling or in a 6 to 12 per cent. 
petrolatum salve. The editor of the Pharmaceutische 
Centralhalle says: “It should be observed that in Amer- 
ica the name resorcinol is used as a synonym for 
resorcin.” 


Thiodinaphthyl oxide is a recenthy patented prep- 
aration formed by treating thio beta-naphthol in alco- 
holic solution with oxydizing substances (potassium 
ferrocyanide, halogens, etc.) It is an orange colored 
odorless body, insoluble in water and in cold soda 
solution, difficultly soluble in alcohol but readily 
taken up, on heating, by acetic acid, ether,- benzol, 
toluol, chloroform, acetone, and methyl and amyl 
alcohols. 


Helenin.—Posth has ascertained that this sub- 
stance is not the anhydride of alantic acid, but has the 
characters of a lactone, and while it is convertible into 
asalt of alantic acid by warming with solution of 
caustic alkali, alantic acid (m.p. 94° C.) is converted 
into the lactone (m.p. 76°) by heating, with separation 
of water. The methyl ester of alantic acid yields on 
heating helenin and methylic alcohol. The amide 
yields helienin and ammonia. By the action of nas- 
cent hydrogen, helenin or alantolactone takes up two 
atoms of hydrogen forming hydralantolactone 
C,,H,,O, (m.p. 123° C.) from which Posth obtained 
salts, esters and the amide of hydroalantic acid C,, 
H,,O,. (Schimmel’s Bericht.) 











) 


Clinical Uses of Papoid.—Dr. Arch. Dixon says 
(Doctors’ Weekly) that Herschell and Woodbury have 
pointed out that papoid has greater digestive power 
than either pepsin or pancreatin, and can be used when 
pepsin is contraindicated or powerless. “ Experience 
has proven this to be true, and it may be stated with- 
out the fear of contradiction that papoid under the 
conditions indicating the use of animal pepsin will 
produce some results, while animal pepsin under the 
conditions indicating the use of papoid will produce 
no results whatever. It may be further stated that 
papoid under papoid conditions produces greater results than 
animal pepsin under pepsin conditions! Papoid is indicated 
in any case where there is a deficiency of the gastric 
juice, no. matter from what cause; in gastric catarrh, 
acute or chronic; in cases of anemia and general 
debility, productive of deficient blood supply in chronic 
alcoholism, which is always accompanied by an excess 
of unhealthy mucus in the alimentary canal; in the 
vomiting of pregnancy, and all irritable conditions of 
the stomach associated with pain and vomiting. In 
duodenal and intestinal indigestion, papoid is in- 
finitely superior to pancreatin. These are no imag- 
inary statements, but are based upon absolute results 
from practical experience, and from records that cover 
both negative and positive results.” 


Alkaloidal Assay of Drugs.—Chas. Caspari, Jr., 
states that tn his opinion it is unwise to be content 
with the gravimetric assay of alkaloidal drugs, since 
the proportion of impurity in the crude alkaloids ex- 
tracted varies so widely. He says (Pharm. Review) : 
“Ttcan besafely assumed that the operator will choose 
for isolation of the alkaloids the method likely to yield 
least contamination with coloring and other foreign 
matter; the crude residue thus obtained may be 
weighed, and should then be dissolved in an excess of 
deci-normal hydrochloric acid with the aid of gentle 
heat, noting the number of cubic centimeters of acid 
used, and making the solution up to 5oor tooc.c. A 
sufficient quantity of indicator (Brazil wood decoction) 
is now added to show the pale yellow color produced 
bythe acid, and centi-normal alkali then carefully 
added from a burette, until the pale pink color (per- 
manent) shows that a trace of alkali has been added 
in excess. The correct reading of the burette is now 
made, and from the amount of acid in combination 
with the alkaloid is calculated as follows: our hydro- 
chloric acid being * we must multiply the number of 
c.c. used by ro, as = alkali was employed; and from 
this product suBtract the number of c.c. alkali neces- 
sary to produce the permanent pink color—the re- 
mainder will be the number of c.c. of ~ hydro- 
chloric acid combined with the alkaloid, and from this 
can readily be calculated the actual amount of pure al- 
kaloid present, by means of the proper multiplication 
factor. 

In the case of drugs containing several alkaloids, 
the results can only be calculated as of totals, our 
methods of assay thus far giving only imperfect and 
unsatisfactory separation, and the multiplication fac- 
tor used must be found from the mean of the molecu- 
lar weights of the alkaloids known to be present—thus 
forcinchona bark the mean of the moiecular weights 
of the four alkaloids—quinine 324, quinidine 324, cin- 
chonine 303, cinchonidine 308—would be 316, and 
hence each c. c. *. hydrochloric acid will be equiva- 
lent to 0,00316 total alkaloids; for nux vomica the 
mean of the molecular weight of the two alkaloids, 
strychnine 334 and brucine 394 would be 304, and 
hence each c. c. = hydrochloric acid will be equivalent 
to 0.00364 total alkaloids. 
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MISCELLANEOUS * FORMULAS. 


ALUMINIUM FLASH LIGHT, 


Villon recommends the following formula as produc- 
ing (/nt. Pharm. Gen. Anz.) a flash light without smoke 
(?) and costing only one-third as much as magnesium 
powder: 

Grammes. 


Pe NINONNIO, 0's. 2 ois's soo san We cauieep eee ne uneweennueronee 
Aluminium, powdered ° 





For burning in an alcohol flame he recommends the 
following: 


Grammes. 
PRR IOUPREEIOG 55555 o's 5 vials eos leon daw sd aSe avast caceseeanees 100 
ER cco nics sansusdeseneSes ce wase be eeeaakerieceesodesan 25 
IN INR, hich cin os a ciccweebvasaue sobesciwhlesubeeenueme 5 


TO DEODORIZE CARBON BISULPHIDE. 

The disagreeable odor of carbon bisulphide is due 
(Nouv. Rem.) to the dissolved sulphur contained in it. 
This may be removed by shaking with a one per cent. 
solution of corrosive sublimate, which will precipitate 
the sulphur in solution leaving the bisulphide odorless 
on decantation. 

FOR BURNS, 


Dr. Siebel recommends the following salve as a 
dressing for burns: 


Grammes. 
ROURUMMIPD foes y ssa seeeebeosanGanss este pataea een eneanon cee ie 3 
MG LG Rawk vakeuhoedevane ask wkbadcncar as Wks REdb comes 7 
ELLE LAE SUREKCS ONES KR aRe Kos, Wins ys eesti ee eEeeS 6 Coss te eae: 
EELS ocut Obbekedaddsed aebadeksauvecernsaeaneinassesunee eawne 30 


TO COLOR HORN AND IVORY BLACK. 


Horn which has been prepared by means of logwood 
or according to the process of R. V. Wagner (treating 
first with mercuric nitrate and then with potassium 
sulphide) loses its resemblance to black buffalo horn. 
H. Stockmeier proposes the following method: First 
place the horn in an aqueous solution of a lead salt, 
with a slight excess of sodium oxide. The duration 
of this treatment depends on the character.of the horn 
and the strength of the solution; generally half an hour 
is sufficient. Then wash well and introduce the horn 
into a solution of 50 grammes of wool black and 2.5 
grammes of naphthol yellow S in one litre of water at 
40°C. A longer subjection to this latter treatment 
appears to be necessary. 

For bone and ivory, water-soluble nigrosin will 
answer. It is only necessary to lay the pieces, previ- 
ously deprived of fatand mordanted, in a hot aqueous 
solution of nigrosin until the desired tone is obtained. 
On account of its cartilaginous components, ivory can 
not be boiled in the nigrosin solution, but the same 
result can be obtained by allowing it to stand for some 
hours ina concentrated solution at a temperature of 
about 30° c. 

Todeprive the bones of ‘fat before treatment with 
aniline colors it is sufficient to boil them with frequent 
changes of water, subsequent treatment with ether 
being unnecessary. 

Kellermann’s method of mordanting is especially 
recommended. This consists of placing the defatted 
bones for fifteen minutes in the following : 


Grammes. 
ERM CUE OO, OSB ao ck ws ccc sees cnsaayacmnw sence. esaseresos 
ER ook cns coc poss uu cues sionwesoeececauccundsssbaubaush Jssubhanins 400 
Tartaric acid 





They are then washed and placed in a solution of 
one gramme of zinc chloride in one liter of water with 
a few drops of hydrochloric acid. 

With ivory it is sufficient to mordant for fifteen 
minutes in one per cent. hydrochloric acid, 
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CORNEIDE ; AN ENGLISH CORN CURE, 
(Stidd, Ap. ztz.) 


° Grammes. 
aE eh ois iarsicinreskie sana aise ais suabaisasasbienueseuleos I 
MMBC MEME ope clcsocholea0s cfu aan one ord sta sleoa os siaie ison 9 o'gcris sins os nwaieinisie's 10 
NOE MORN os 51a plage oS ane oa se eeeb dee See ea ade daaeawes beeen 5 
NM MNMARIR EG esti csin aise totcnss wip a Slbio WW Grok 5) ara wieia aioe aie isla aitiwras elon osle 82 
MINNA RAINE MONON RE oi. 2c Ss aes alden'es unas erisics eeeeinescaeee 2 


GOLD VARNISH FOR BOTTLE CAPS. 
(Drog Zeit.) 


I. ACCORDING TO AUDERS, 


Grammes, 
SSDI ans na SM AG piitics wu isle ois ON RGiea Se Nnleinslana-c oe, ewreiereain ge 10 
Satin Va aw guns Gaes knoe aA AW Aeee pag mnie deHee 100 
PME MRER ELE i's co gi wis Bias na sive id sicuio- 01a 14 wis cele copare Gis aioe Six o wind wipes s Twin elatece 10 
ME ahah ic re aE Ramawa news sO wmse Aad swe w eats teenie cu eempiare 450 

II, AccorpinG To DiIETERICH. 

Grammes., 
RM oer On cic iowiawwiajeciecw ain sone esa ue wae mea saan ean ae NeNe 40 
BUR MNNE ER TR OR ia ios i sie-eitis's 6: 40 8 awininls'o o's. ole) 4isls Sajsre's 4 SSID 46 
RN ft Ronin a ou onic sigs euiwnea-s sy cs epee aissnie eds eis 
nS ORRAS ISS eR Oy aA SAL OR Ce hese ere 
Venice turpentine......... 





Alcohol (95 per cent) 
Dissolve with iliz aid of heat and filter. 


TOOTH PASTES, 
The following formulas by Soxhlet appear in the 
Pharmaceutische Post: 


I. EUCALYPTUS TOOTH PASTE, 


Grammes. 





Oil of peppermint 





OR AIL, 6 ov:kGssote-a sv o's sas ois'e nis oe LcxUi Rewind Ce avesweeen 

RON NR MURR NMNRR ORS cst ais. 3, 5-o.0 hive 8's iasosar4 worst 39 ie a Alaa vases amass 0-eeholaie 
Drops 

EERE ET ee RT eee Ae ee ney ees sanaiarinds 10 

RONNIE ests 04a sce his oa ssh anh Oana ssenmaeenconsenDosewedaaniesies 10 


oo SE Ba iee nailed alsie emis is Voeis ican ke Minrewineaee aloe Wanae ale wes 3 
Talc, Venetian......-... 
Cuttle-fish bone........ sar aie 

NS ae toa a icia ic ic sia ore isse'a 2 Vict s aw Sikia's eincelocdiass Gein Sleiele/s Scie 
Tinct. coca leaves (1 to 5). 
INNING s510, os rai ig 910.074 be a\eioisiaibse sits s+ ainieceie: ols /assleie!arevale/s 3 
NORE OE AIRE MEUM 615.5 555 5.6.45 014 cse« 614 ci0's\aicce\o vinisie.oros 4.0 rE re I 
OU NM aie Susi icie aici seals siseeiendiouaiale was 5s esa ena ediais's 2 
Glycerin, a sufficient,quantity. 





3. CORAL TOOTH PASTE (HARD), 







Grammes. 

Talc, Venetian 50 
Puritied chalk. .........% sinlhieieee - 36 
es 20 
5 
: 5 
NO MEN Sia a aia eth pix iso's gS Wik sv ieg 3 9 5 8 eeeve 10 
SE INES 0 a. sisin's Wasson wns clus igs ba Beales A aise lewiee sa ee sis 10 
Oe ri 1 a a NAPA ee Re OO rime kL Peace I 

Drops. 
OC” A eA SEER SN IANS IAL Ser pa eT me eR ee 5 


toe 


Notes, Queries, and Answers. 


Under this heading we shall, to the best of our ability, endeavor 
to answer such questions addressed to us as come within the 
scope of this journal, provided they are accompanied by the name 
and address of the writer. Unless special instructions to the 
contrary accompany the query, the initials of the correspondent 
will be quoted at the head of each answer. 

When asking for the formula of an unusual, patented or pro- 
prietary compound, always accompany the query with any infor- 
mation you may already possess regarding the locality in which 
it is used, its uses, and reputed effect. When it can conveniently 
be done, send also a specimen of the label used on packages of 
the compound. 


To Disguise the Taste of Quinine.—‘“ Sub- 
scriber,” St. Louis.—Dr. F. E. Daniel recommend- 
in the Courier Record of Medicine, that the quinine, hav- 
ing been compressed into the smallest bulk, is to be 
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placed in a half-teaspoonful of the white of egg and 
covered with another portion of the albumen. Care 
must be used that the quinine does not come into con- 
tact with the spoon. 

The taste of quinine can also be disguised quite well 
without recourse to tablets by using a strong syrup of 


liquorice. This syrup may be prepared as follows : 
. Grammes. 

ER TIO O's n't sa alsa) oe casienisiwktnorn wns Cuaiheeneeevaew ene 5° 

MRM ais girs caiscraaie Maeno aaah cote ec ona cee eete goo 

IRM Ra osisinss 4 vee vaca ielelonticieniciousealsoas sugmucins ooateans(emtonen 300 





€ 

Place the liquorice broken into pieces about an inch and half iong in a porous 
bag made fromcheesecloth. Suspend this ina small percolater and add 600 
c.c. of water arranging the bag so that the water will just cover it. The soluble 
portion of the liquorice will pass into solution and eventually leave a mass of in- 
soluble starch in the bag. Allow to stand two days, remove the bag and throw 
away the contents. Do not attempt to expressany of the liquid from the bag, 
for if this is done objectionable starchy matters will pass out. 

In the liquid thus obtained dissolve the sugar by agitation, using heat if nec- 
essary for strain. 

A dose of quinine crystals may be placed in a tea- 
spoonful of this syrup and the whole swallowed with- 
out the bitter taste being particularly apparent. The 
fluid extract of liquorice may be used in the same way, 
but is scarcely as efficacious as the syrup, as the 
alcohol present in the fluid extract favors the solution 
of the quinine, and thus makes the taste more apparent. 

The use of saccharin for this purpose has also been 
proposed, but has, we believe, not been generally taken 
up. 
Chocolate is frequently used for disguising the taste 
of this as well as of other bitter medicines and with, 
fairly favorable results. 

For this purpose the powdered crystals of the qui- 
nine are intimately mixed with from three to ten times 
their weight of powdered chocolate, the whole fre- 
quently being compressed. 

Florida Oil—C. D.S., New Orleans, La—tThe fol- 
lowing combination will give avery pleasantly flavored 
Florida water oil: 








eR oo iin nic 5:5 4 eda xoaie Oawendarnddeeetoonwurnes 4 flo. 
Oil of Bergamot 4 fl. oz. 
NOPE Ce MEER a icles 6° 530.418 'si6c010:0's sue «i ela Wie nie 2 fi. dr. 
ins ca ecncinbeneardek cone abndadteaaeBenane 4 fl. dr. 
RO OR a viec- arcicisra sista egrariiel v'adse's.a/eisianivie.sia WeUa slslarsiater Maly +. fi. ' ee 
(CORCEMETALER SSSENCE Of USK, 5.0.05 06.055 sescieesecss casas ¥% fl. dr. 
Tincture ot tonka (alcoholic 1 to 16).......cccceccsccccccece 1 fl. dr. 


With this a larger or smaller quantity of alcohol may 

be added, as the maker wants a weaker and cheaper, 
or a stronger and more expensive “ oil.” 
# phe quantities given above should be sufficient to 
make about a gallonof Florida water by adding it toa 
mixture of five pints alcohol and three of water, allow- 
ing to stand two days with occasional agitation and 
filtering. 

Baking Powder.—M. S. C.—Good baking powder 
should contain nothing but a harmless organic acid, 
an alkaline carbonate or bicarbonate, with or without 
a phosphate and some starchy or farinaceous substance 
as a diluent. The organic acid is replaced in some 
formulas by an acid phosphate, while alum is also used 
by some manufacturers. The use of alum is, however, 
quite generally conceded to be unhealthy. The pro- 
portions of acid and alkali may be varied somewhat, as 
with some kinds of flour a larger proportion of alkali 
is useful. The acid and the alkali should theoretically 
be employed in molecular proportions: 

2 NaH CO, C, H, O, 
Sodium bicarbonate and Tartaric acid 
168 150 

In practice 15 parts of tartaric acid to 16 of the bi- 
carbonate yield good results, a small proportion of 
ammonium bi-carbonate also being added. As a typi- 
cal formula, the following may be used: 


Pounds 
Tartaric acid, powdered..........seeeeceeerece rene reece ccereneees 15 
Sodium bi-carbonate............-.. eee eee seer eren eee eeeeeereneeees = 
Starch, flour or farina-..............ceeeeee se eeeneetereeee recone 1 
Ammonia bi-carbomate........... ccc cece eee cence eter eee eeeeenees 2 
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Dry each ingredient separately, mix the powders 
thoroughly and preserve carefully from moisture in tin 
can s. 

Instead of tartaric acid cream of tartar (acid potas- 
sium tartrate) is frequently used, the proportion be- 
tween this and the bicarbonate being of course differ- 
ent from that observed in the use of tartaric acid. 
The reaction in this case would be as follows : 


NaHCO, + KHC,H,O, = NaK C,H,O, + 2H,O + CO, 





Sodium Potassium Sodio- -potassic Water Carbon 
bicarbonate bitartrate tartrates dioxide 
&4 188 
From this reaction the following formula may be 
constructed : 
Pounds. 
Sodium DicarhHonate . ....cccccccccccccvcccsccccccccccvcsvsessvccees 4 
RES SE NOUN sn vu.ns 66100550005 000000006000enseubwousneceorcoccsys , 
Wheat DU as cdvchcrweeddecesdveddneuseepensccossvosniueensieeeesen 


As in the preceding formula, the ingredients should 
be thoroughly dried before mixing. 

Starch, flour, farina or some inert substance is added 
to the powder, not only to cheapen it but also to pre- 
serve it, for if the powdered acid and sodium bi-car- 
bonate alone were mixed together, a reaction would 
set up to a greater or less extent, resulting in waste 
of the carbon dioxide. 

Latterly the use of acid phosphates instead of tartaric 
acid appears to be on the increase, although some of 
the oldest and most popular brands of powder are 
made on substantially the same lines as indicated 
above. The business in acid phosphates has, in fact, 
grown to such proportions that there are three or four 
firms whose principal occupation it is to furnish the 
phosphates to baking powder manufacturers. 

It has been claimed that a very small proportion of 
milk sugar may be made to replace the flour or starch 
as a diluent, thus enabling the purchaser to obtain his 
baking powder in a more condensed form, and the use 
of milk sugar for this purpose has, we believe, formed 
the subject of a patent. 

Analyses of various brands of baking powder have 
been made and the results published in bulletin form 
by the division of chemistry of the U. S. Agricultural 
Department, Washington, D. C. ,and by the State 
Chemist of Ohio, Columbus, Ohio, from both of whom 
the bulletins can probably be obtained on application. 

Golored Show Bottles.—H. W. S., Albany, N. Y.— 
We cannot tell without more research than the 
subject seems worth just exactly how long ago this 
custom originated, but it was at a time when the great 
mass of people could not read, and when signs, as they 
are still called, were employed, symbolic of the nature 
of the business carried on in the shop which displayed 
them. This was the origin of the boot of the cobbler, 
the horseshoe of the farrier, the bandaged arm and the 
spouting blood from its vein of the barber surgeon, 
and the barber's pole, with spiral red and white 
stripes which has succeeded it. In similar fashion the 
apothecary exhibited bottles filled with colored fluids 
representing the nature of his wares, the wine mer- 
chant fastened a grapevine over his door, whch often 
was replaced by a branch of a tree when the vine was 
not available, and gave origin to the saying that “good 
wine needs no bush ;” the man who sells good wine has 
no need of a sign for the guidance of his customers. 

Since the people of this country have always been 
so far educated as to be able to read, these traditional 
customs relating to signs are not so much observed as 
in Europe, where some sort of trade mark was once the 
common property of nearly every business. Inns and 
ale-houses were usually known by the name of the 
sign which they displaye d,and the most illiterate could 
recognize a picture of a “ ‘pig and whistle,” a “ golden 
= ora “boar’s head” when the words could not be 
read. 
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Tasteless Extract of Cascara Sagrada.—“ Sub- 


scriber,”” St. Louis.—The following formula is said 
to yield thoroughly satisfactory resylts: 
Parts 
Cascara Sagrada, in No. 40 pOwder,......cccsssccccssocssoecs 100 
EE REUMGNEOEL  scsis son caisson eu avin abcchs sumer hint ow apnnle 100 
EM SG SVi shes iy sine nboneceeeeshineexke cues kant an4* aaueeie 100 
CESS Sires Cae epee pyre eer en ary Ce a Ae q. 8. 100 


Mix the alcohol and water in the proportions of two partsof alcohol to three 
parts of water, and moisten the mixed powder thoroughly with the menstruum, 
then let it stand until the bitterness has disappeared, and 2 inac ylindrical 
percolator, not too firmly, and pour on the menstruum. hen the liquid begins 
to drop from the percolator, close the lower orifice and proceed according to 
to the U.S. Pharmacopwia method of preparing fluid extracts. 

This extract, carefully prepared, has, according to 
Mr. H. M. Beck, a pleasant taste, and is quite as active 
as the bitter fluid extract. Mr. Beck states that the 
tonic property of the bitter extract may be destroyed 
by the magnesia, but this can be remedied by combin- 
ing it with some substance having tonic properties, 
such as nux vomica or cinchona. 


The organic constitutents of tasteless extract are 
volatile and fixed oils, a yellow crystalline and sublim- 
able substance, glucose, brown coloring matter, yellow, 
red and brown resins, tannin, and a second crystalline 
substance. 


The fluid extract already prepared may also be ren- 
dered less bitter by the addition of an alkali in proper 
proportions, 


Patent Leather Varnish.—W. R., Brooklyn, 
N. Y.—The following will, it is said, produce a varnish 
which will not crack or peel off from leather : 


 Sarsasseeecne Sinks ba bosk ab dibS Mb awhuhe ee Ou PAA ASR GRERES SAAD 30 
MILI, wi nns055sionedeehonsheressauaess Waakiesksienessn eaves 

Oil of turpentine ........... oescesares oReneSnecsccvee 

Sandarac 4 , 
bon ss06bsectangluscanense ‘ 







Dien the first six ingredients together and fin: lly 
add the lamp black. 


Meaning of ‘Ten Volumes.”—C. D. L., Gales- 
burg, Il1l.—This term, as applied to hydrogen peroxide, 
originated in England, and means that one measure of 
the liquid contains ten times its volume of available 
oxygen. This corresponds to a strength of only three 
per cent. of hydrogen peroxide. A “two-volume” 
solution would be one giving off twice its volume of 
oxygen, and would contain 0.6 per cent of hydrogen 
peroxide. It should be remembered that hydrogen 
peroxide is a liquid, not & gas. 


Milk Cement.—V. M., N. W. T.—One of the best 
and most efficient methods forthe housewife to use in 
mendingbroken crockers is by tying the parts firmly to- 
gether and boiling them in skim milk. The tying to- 
gether of the pieces of a round cup or bowl is not a 
very simple matter, but it can be done by going the 
right way to work. First, arrange the parts in their 
proper positions, and if a bowl, set it mouth down, as 
the pieces will keep their arrangement best in that po- 
sition. Then wind stout tape around the article, so as 
to hold the pieces together. Tape is far better than 
twine, and some pieces should be kept for that purpose. 
It is easy to draw the tape tight until we come to tie 
the ends, and then special devices must be used. 

When sufficient tape has been wound round the 
article, let one person hold it from slipping by pressing 
a finger firmly on each end, and then let anothtr per- 
son tie the ends in a firm knot, but leaving the tape so 
loose from the article that a pencil or stout skewer may 
be passed under it. Then by twisting the skewer, the 
tape is tightened in the same way that a surgeon com- 
presses an artery with his tourniquet ; and by passing 
the fingers over the tape, and smoothing it forward 
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toward the ends, all the pieces may be pressed _ to- 
gether with a firmness that cannot be obtained in any 
other way. The article should now be placed ina pan 
of cold milk (skim-milk is the best and cheapest) 
which should be gradually heated to the boiling point 
and kept at this temperature for some time—say half 
an hour to an hour—care being taken not to burn it. 

The articles are allowed to cool in the milk, and 
when taken out are wiped dry and allowed to stand 
for a day or two, until the cement has become quite 
hard. They may then be washed off with warm water, 
and the parts will be found to be strongly cemented 
together. The same milk may be used again, but not 
with such good effect. 


—~ “> 
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A System or INSTRUCTION IN QUALITATIVE CHEMICAL 
Anatysis. By Arthur H. Elliott, Ph.D., Professor 
of Chemistry and Physics and Director of the Chem- 
ical Laboratory in the College of Pharmacy of the 
City of New York. Published by the Author, Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, New York, 1892. 

This book contains 116 pages, divided as follows: 
Introduction, reagents and apparatus; separation and 
special tests for the metals, arranged by groups; separ- 
ation and detection of the acids; preparation of sol- 
utions; special method. 

For the five groups, into which in accordance with 
common usage he divides the metals, full page tables 
are given, showing the general behavior, with the group 
reagents and the methods for the separation of the in- 
dividual bases. The book seems to be well adapted to 
the purpose for which it was written, namely, to aid 
the author and others in charge of class laboratory in- 
struction to impart the outlines of qualitative mineral 
analysis. The methods are given in concise, well chosen 
language, and are usually the best that have been sug- 
gested to accomplish the result, a notable exception 
however being in the separation of barium, strontium 
and calcium, where the author has given a rather slow 
and tedious method by the use of alcohol. The tests 
given for the acids are well-chosen, but the method of 
separation is so massed together as to have a tendency 
to confuse the student unless he receives considerable 
supplemental instruction from the teacher, which was, 
however, apparently contemplated by the author. A 
grouping of the acids such as [Fresenius gives in his 
Qualitative Analysis would have been helpful. 

A few tests for such elements as lithium, gold and 
cassium,which, while not socommonly met with in com- 
mercial preparations, are still present in officinal salts, 
would have been desirable for a book to be used by 
pharmacy students. Hyposulphites and hypochlorites 
should also have been mentioned in the list of acids. 
The special methods are good and the brief’ summary 
of the nature and composition of the chief commercial 
compounds of each metal taken up is an excellent 
feature. 

The general appearance of the book is neat, and 
it will take its place among the books of this class as 
a convenient and practical hand-book for beginners in 
analytical chemistry. 
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A New Ethyl Chloride Bulb, is made under a pat- 
ent of Dr. Bengué. It has metal screw cap with a min- 
ute orifice out of which aspray is forced when the tube 
miswared by the heat of the hand. 
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New Inventions and Novelties. 


Lypsyl. 
Blondeau et Cie., London and New York, manufact- 
urers of “Vinolia” soap and preparations, 
have recently introduced a lip salve for dry, 
rough, cracked, or pallid lips, and which 
they have named “Lypsyl.” It is prepared 
in both rose-red and white tints, and is put 
up in silver metal tubes, as per accompany- 
ing cut; also in flat boxes. Quantities of 
one dozen are sold in attractive glass cases. 


Lait Vinolia. 

This is also a recent addition to Blondeau 
et Cie.’s list of goods, and is to protect deli- 
cate skins from the evil effects of wind, rain, sunshine, 
or for rough, red and dry skins, and to keep the skin 











supple and elastic and the complexion natyral. It is 
non-medicinal and is put up in a very handsome 
porcelain vase, forming one of the most elegant pack- 
ages we have met with. 
a a 
The Albert Combination Syringe. 

The illustration shown herewith is that of a new 

combination syringe that is valveless, noiseless, com- 





It combines the advantages of 


pact and convenient. 
It is es- 


both a water bottle and a fountain syringe. 
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pecially adapted for applying either hot or cold water 
to the throat, fastening it on by passing the tube through 
the loop with the shut-off in position to hold it there. 
This, like the Foote syringe, is manufactured by the 
B. F. Goodrich Co., Akron, O. 


Foote’s New Syringe. 


The accompanying illustration shows a device re- 
cently patented which seems to be of eminently prac- 
tical value and which has met with high praise from 
those physicians who have seen its practical operation. 
This device consists of a rubber shield (1) through 
which the irrigating tube (2) passes, and which has an 
outlet tube (3). This shield can be adjusted so as to 
work perfectly on females of any age, allowing no es- 
cape of fluid, while the patient need not be lifted at all 





By substituting acork for the irrigating 


to use it. 
tube (2) the syringe may be used simply asa urinal, and 


the urinal can be sold as such detached. The syringe 
and urinal are made by the B. F. Goodrich Co., Akron, 
Ohio. 


A Back-flow Condensing Apparatus. 


The apparatus shown in Fig. 1 was devised by 
Donath (Zeit. fiir Angew. Chem. 1892, 355.) The glass 
cylinder @ is ground flat on top so that the brass back 
flow condenser,which also has a carefully ground metal 
ring ¢, will close it up tightly. The interior condenser 
dis made of corrugated sheet brass, so as to enlarge 
the condensing area, and its lower edge, as well as that 
of the larger outer brass tube, is toothed so as to 
facilitate the dropping of the condensed menstruum. 
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A Pipette with Stop Cock. 

Carl Meissner of Leipzig has placed on the market 
(Drogist Zeit.) a pipette with stop cock. The stop-cock 
is opened as shown in Fig. 2, the pipette is filled with 
the liquid until the bulb a is half full, and the cock is 
then turned one-fourth, which shuts off the liquid in 





the pipette proper 
from that in the other 





tube. By another 
quarter turn the air 
enters through the 
tube 4 and the meas- 
/ ured quantity then flows off. 
| ~ 
N} ; 
An Improved Triangle. 
An improved form of the clay 
=a Fuy.$ triangle is shown in Fig 5. The 
vAS projection on the side ailows the 
> en , crucible to receive the flame on 


nearly its entire surface, thus effect- 
ing, it is calculated, an economy of 
25 per cent. in the gas and time 
consumed as compared with the 
old style. This is the invention 
of J. B. Coleman (Chem. Centr. Bl, 1892, 11. 18.) 


a 


Apparatus for Hot Filtration. 


eae 
). We 
ss 
A 
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Figure 4 illustrates an apparatus devised by Th, 
Paul (Ber. d. Deutsch Chem. Ges. 1892, 2208) after the 
principle of the apparatus constructed for the same 
purpose by Berganie and Stange. 

The liquid to be heated is placed in the boiler S and 
brought to the boiling point, the steam rising through 
the tube A passes into the spiral J which surrounds 
the funnel and thence through the tube # into the 
upper part C of the boiler S. In Cis an air condenser 
in the shape of a tube D about two centimetres in 
diameter and about sixty ‘centimetres long. The con- 
densed liquid from both B and D flows down through 
the tube £# which is closed at the bottom, but has 
openings at the side at M NM. The liquid is introduced 
through the tube / 

On account of the poor conductivity of the glass 
funnel, it is advisable to use a liquid having a boiling 
point 40° to 60° higher than that to be filtered. When 
a watery liquid is to be filtered commercial xylol boil- 
ing point 134°,or cumol 160° to 170° C. may be used. 

The entire apparatus is made of hard-soldered cop- 
per except the tube D. 


Ae 


A Reaction of True Benzoic Acid.—At a_ recent 
meeting of the Berlin) Pharmaceutical Society M. 
Goldner stated that resorcin and sulphure acid pro- 
duced a beautiful red coloration in. an alcoholic solu- 
tion of benzoic acid made from the Siam gum. This 
color he ascribes to the action of oxybenzoic alde- 
hyde, and in the present instance believes it is due to 
the presence of vanillin in the acid. He suggests that 
this reaction may serve to distinguish the natural 
from the artificial acid. 





























Cutters Selling Bogus Patents. 


The following clipping taken from the 
Chicago Evening Fournal shows a phase 
of the cut-rate problem that is not  suf- 
ficiently appreciated by the public. It is 
another instance only of what was brought 
to light some years ago in Philadelphia. In 
that instance, the parties putting up the 
fraudulent preparations were detected by 
Mr. M.H. Kline, were prosecuted and con- 
victed. 

‘“In the controversy between the secre- 
tary of the Retail Druggists’ Association 
and the department stores selling proprie- 
tary medicines, etc., the former, W. 
Bodemann, in acommunicationto 7 he 
Fournal stated that he knew of an in- 
‘stance where, among the assets of an 
insolvent printer was found a large 
quantity of bogus labels belonging to 
an apartment store in which the pat- 
ent medicines bearing such labels were 
sold at less than regular cost price. 
This assertion, Mr. McConnell of the 
Economical Drug Co. undertook to 
controvert by the offer of a bet of $500 
to $100 that it could not be proven. 

On the 13th instant the following let- 
ter, accompanied by a check, was 
received from Mr. Bodemann : 


Cuicaco, December 12.—[To the Editor.]— 
T hcre-with enclose my check for $100 accept- 
ing, C. H. McConnell's challenge in your issue 
of Dec. 10, As soon as Mr.McConnell has de- 
posited with you his check for $500 1 will 
satisfy you absolutely of the truth of my as- 
sertinn that the wrappers found in a certain 
printer’s stock and the wrappers found a- 
wound a certain patent medicine in a certain 
department store were identical, and that both 
were imitations of the original article. Re- 
spectfully, 

W. Bopemann. 

Mr. McConnell was promptly in- 
formed of Mr. Bodemann’s letter and 
check. As he has neither answered the 
one nor covered the other, it must be 
concluded that Mr. Bodemann’s asser- 
tion is sustained in the trial by wager 
invoked by Mr. McConnell.” 


To make sure of getting genuine 
goods one must pay fair prices. 


A London Dinner to the Sec- 
retary of Seabury & Johnson. 


On Tuesday evening, December 20, Mr, 
Alfred H. Mason, F.C.S., F.R.M.S., 
was entertained at dinner inthe Café Royal, 
Regent Street, London, by his friends in the 
London drug trade, on the occasion of his 
leaving for New York City to take up the 
secretaryship of his firm, Seabury & John- 
son. Mr. Charles Umney, of Wright, Lay- 
man & Umney, presided, and the vice-chair- 
men were Mr. Thomas Tyrer, F.1.C , Mr. 
G. Bult Francis (Hearon, Squire & Francis), 
and Mr. G. S. Taylor. On Mr. Umney’s 
immediate right were Messrs. A. H. Mason, 
H. S. Wellcome and T, Howell Williams, 
L.C.C.; on his left, Messrs. David Howard, 
(Howard & Sons), J. Morgan Richards and 
W. H. Fassett. The company also included 
ex-president of the Chemical Society and a 
member of the firm of Messrs, A. Ball, L. uf 
Bayley, J. B. Boyle, R. Bremridge, E. N. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


Butt, F. J. Cantwell, T. Christy, F. Clarke, 
S. Cronk, R. Higgins Davies, T. W. Davies, 
H. Davis, Albert Domeier, S. Drury 
F, W. Fletcher, W. H. Francis, J. F. 
Fuerst, J. Fuerst, H. D. Fuge, S. 
Gardiner, A. W. Gerrard, W. Glazier, 
H. Helbing, J. Hertz, E. M. Holmes, 
W. K. Hopkin, C. Hunt, L. O. Johnson, 
G. J. Knight, Peter MacEwan, W. 
Martindale, H. Baskerville Mason, J. H. 
Mathews, H. Mathews, A. C. Meyjes, John 
Moss, H. Rankin, I. J. Reid, C. F. Rideal, 
W. J. Rogerson, A. Searl, W. Shepperson, 
E. B. Stamp, J. Sudlow, F. Summers, G. S. 


Taylor, A. A. Tindall, H. Walker, H. P. 





’.R.M.S. 


Want, S. Weston, T. J. Whiffen, EF. 
Melbourne White, W. Lloyd Williams, E. 
N. Wood and A. C. Wootton. 

It will thus be seen that the company 
very adaquately represented all sections of 
the drug trade in the metropolis—Mincing 
Lane, the wholesale trade, West-end and 
official pharmacy and the Anglo-American 
stratum of London commerce—and_ with 
the enthusiastic and harmonious — char- 
acter of the proceedings from begin- 
ning to end, was a_ measure _ of 
the popularity which Mr. Mason has 
acquired for himself during his five years 
residence in London. 

The principal toast, ‘‘ Our business rela- 
tions with the United States,” was given by 
Mr. David Howard in an outspoken Free- 
Trade speech sparkling with humor, and to 
this Mr. H. S. Wellcome responded with 
friendly criticism of Mr, Howard's views, 
and, on behalf of Americans, assured Mr. 
Mason that he would find many friends 
among his kinfolk in the States. 





In the course of the evening there was 
some excellent music, the arrangements for 
which had been made by Mr. Tyrer, and a 
humorous science monologue by Mr. Sud- 
low. Thechairman mentioned, in respond- 
ing to the toast of his health (volunteered 
by Mr. Mason), that the arrangements for 
the evening had been made by Messrs. R. 
Bremridge, G. S. Taylor, and A. C. Woot- 
ton, editor of the Chemzst and Druggist. 
The New Building for the New 

York College. 


The plans for the building to be erected 
forthe New York College of Pharmacy 
which have been finally approved 
provide for a fire-proof structure six 
stories high, 75 by 1co feet in area and 
85 feet high. 

The building will be constructed of 
buff brick with terra cotta trimmings 
and columns, and the basement story 
will be built of gray stone. 

In the basement will be a lobby room 
for the students, a gymnasium, toilet 
and the janitor’s quarters. 

The offices and the meeting rooms 
for the members, the alumni, and the 
trustees, the library and the Canby 
Herbarium will be located on the 


ground floor. 

Above this is a lecture room in the 
form of an amphitheatre, accommodat- 
ing 400 students, and joining this, are 
the rooms of the professors and in- 
structors. 

Over the lecture room will be a 
pharmacognosy room accommodating 
1oo students of the microscope at one 
time, a quiz room, professor's room 
and stock room. 

The fifth floor will be devoted to 
the pharmaceutical laboratory, accom- 
modating 150 students with scale 
rooms, stock room, and the profes- 
sors’ room. 

The top floor will be arranged as a 
chemical laboratory with the usual 
stock room, etc. 

The style of architecture will be very 
plain and everything will be subordinated 
to the practical purposes for which the 
building is intended. 





The} Proprietors and The Tri 
partite Plan. 


The World’s Dispensary Medical As- 
sociation sent out recently a circular letter 


to the retail druggists of the United States 


setting forth the stand that they had taken 
in the matter of cut-prices on patent med- 
icines and requesting an expression of opin- 
ion from the trade of the results of which R. 
V. Pierce, the president of the company, 
writes as follows: 

With respect to the results of our circular recently 
sent out we would say,that wearein receipt of an 
overwhelming number of letters from druggists 
commending us for the stand which we have taken, 
and which we are determined to maintain, on the 
question of cutting. 

In our opinion, the success of the Montreal plan 
depends largely upon the earnestness and thorough 
ness with which the retail trade, organize under he 
Interstate League Plan. 
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While there are a great many very earnest willing 
men in the ranks of the retail trade, itis a question 
to what extent the rank and file will fallinto line. 
The matter is largely in their own hands. 

I believe that ye generally, would be 
only too glad to enlist in the cause, those who have 
not already done so, if they couldseea yen 
of thorough organization an the part of the retail 
trade. 


20 


Massachusetts Alumni and Stu- 
dents visit New York. 


Under the guidance of President 
Scoville, of the Alumni Association of the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, a 
small party of students and alumni spent 
a very pleasant three days in New 
York, Dec. 22, 23 and 24, visiting the large 
laboratories in and near the city. 

The laboratory of Dr. E. R. Squibb 
was first visited, when a party from the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy was 
met under the direction of Profs. Rem- 
ington and Ryan. 

Dr. E. R. Squibb made a brief ad- 
dress of welcome to the students, ex- 
tending to them the full freedom of 
all parts of the laboratory. He then 
divided the party with Prof. Reming- 
ton, and they conducted the students 
through the different departments, ex- 
plaining apparatus and process in full, 
with frequent explanations of the com- 
mercial varieties of the various 
products. 

Of special interest were the ether 
and chloroform apparatuses, and a 
small apparatus for the re-determina- 
tion of the specific gravity of absolute 
alcohol upon which Dr. Squibb is now 
engaged. 

After luncheon the party proceeded 
to Jersey City, where two special cars 
were waiting to convey them to East 
Orange where the large laboratories of 
Seabury & Johnson were visited. 

Every care was taken here to show 
the processes and machinery in opera- 
tion and the entire work was exhibited, 
from the working up of the crude rub- 
ber and drugs to the finished plasters. 

There was an interesting exhibition 
of the spreading of court plasters, oiled 
silk, the working up of absorbent and 
medicated cottons, and all the varieties 
of surgical and medical goods manu- 
factured by this firm. 

Many of the operations were kept 
in waiting until the arrival of the stud- 
ents, and the earnest thanks of all who 
participated are due to the officers of the 
firm, for their careful instructions and 
courtisies extended. 

The morning of the 23d found the party 
at the works of the American Wood Chem- 
ical Co., controlled by Dr. E. R. Squibb & 
Sons, where was shown the manufacture of 
acetic acid from oak wood. 

After leaving the acetic acid works, the 
Boston party visited the immense ware- 
rooms and laboratory of McKesson & 
Robbins. The journey through the differ- 
ent departments was full of interest, and 
many ingenious arrangements were noticed. 

Saturday morning was spent in the large 
laboratory of W. H. Schieffelin & Co., on 
Front St., where Dr. Schieffelin made 
the party heartily welcome, and explained 
the processes in person. 

Here were noticed especially the processes 
for manufacture of cocaine and its salts, 

psin, nitrous ether, and the analytical 
acilities with which the assay room is sup- 
plied. 
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A cordial invitation was extended by Mr. 
Clay, of Parke, Davis & Co., to visit their 
warerooms, opportunities for procuring 
samples of crude drugs from the original 
bales being offered, but the time did not 
permit. 


+e 





Henry Canning 


Is one of the best known and one of the most pop- 
ular ee py in the United States. Thedrug trade 
first heard of him in 1857, when he entered the store 
of Theodore Metcalf, in Boston, where he served an 
apprenticeship of ten years, Mr. Canning then en- 
gaged in business on Cambridge St. In 1870 a 
partnership was formed with Prof. Edgar L. Patch, 
and the business was removed toits present location, 
1og Green St. This partnership continues to the 
present day which is extraordinary when the fre- 
quent business changes of our time are taken into 
account. 
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dAENRY CANNING 


Mr. Canning holds the record for the longest 
terms of service as trustee and president of the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, of which he 
has just been elected a life member. For twenty 
years he acted in the capacity of trustee, and from’83 
to ot, he served continuously as president, and for six 
years he received the unanimous vote of the college 
for the gogo Under Mr. Canning’s careful 
guidance, the college made rapid advancement. The 
present home of the college was planned and built 
while he occupied the chair, and the college looks 
upon him as one to whom it is largely indebted for 
much of its progress. 

At the time of Mr. Canning’s retirement from the 
presidency, he was tendered a banquet by the trus- 
tees and faculty, at which time he was presented 
with a set of engrossed resolutions, and a beautiful 
silver tea set and salver, suitably engraved. 

Mr. Canning was a member of the Boston school 
board for three years where he is pleasantly remem- 
bered. He isan active member of the A. P. A., and 
he served two terms as president of the N. R. D. A., 
and has been president c‘ the M.S. P. A. He was 
secretary of the Boston Dr**ists’ Association for a 
long term of years, and hé‘is“a_‘presen: largely inter- 
ested in the E. L. Patch Co. 

He is chairman of the committee on the Inter- 
state plan, and after the holidays he will 
call a meeting of the city trade for organization. 
It is understood that over sixty per cent. of Boston’s 
drug trade have signed an agreement to become 
members. Mr. Canning proposes to do all in his 
power for the plan and organization, but expressly 
desires no office, 
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Mr. Canning has alwaysbeen an untiring worke, 
in behalf of his fellow druggists. As a man, he ir 
always known as a genial friendand a generous ads 
viser. In his business, as well as his social relations- 
he has ever been found trusted, honored, and in 
every way equal to the duties imposed upon him. 

He is blessed with a happy home and three child- 
ren. 


a 





An Enterprising Firm. 

The firm of Williams, Stiger & Co., 
wholesale druggists, of 20 College Place, 
this city and successors to Fraser & Lee 
and David M. Stiger & Co.,has been dissolved 
and the business has been succeeded to by 
Henry W. Williams, C. Graham Bacon, Jr., 
and Frank D. Otis under the firm name of 
H. W. Williams & Co. 

Two of the members of the new firm, 
Messrs. Williams and Otis, have been 
associated with the house for about 
fifteen years, Mr. Williams having spent 
almost or quite the whole of his busi- 
ness life in the wholesale drug business. 

Mr. Otis began his career in a retail 

store in Connecticut, whence he moved 
to Binghamton, N. Y., entering into 
partnership with his brother Clark Z. 
Otis, under the name of Otis Bros., 
who now have one of the finest retail 
stores in the State. He represented 
Williams, Stiger & Co.,on the road for 
many years, and has a wide circle of 
warm friends throughout the territory 
tributary to New York. 
§ Mr. C.Graham Bacon, Jr., while new 
to the jobbing drug trade, has had 
wide business experience as the suc- 
cessful manager of the Fernoline 
Chemical Co. 

The prospects of the new firm for 
success are most flattering, and if a 
combination of ability, experience, 
energy and capital can command suc- 
cess, theirs is assured. 





Boards—Colleges—Societies. 


AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL AS- 
SOCIATION. — The committee on 
membership of the American. Phar- 
maceutical Association is anxious to 
present, at the Chicago meeting next 
August, a long list of names of reput- 
able pharmacists of the United States 
and Canada. Blank applications and 
full information regarding fees, bene- 
fits of becoming a member, etc., can 
be obtained by addressing Dr. H. M. 
Whelpley, 2343 Albion Place, St. Louis, 

Mo., Chairman of the Committee. 





THE NEBRASKA BOARD OF PHARMACY 
will meet at the Lincoln Hotel, Lincoln, on 
Wednesday morning, Febuary 8th, begin- 
ning promptly at 9. Application for exam- 
ination should be filed prior to that date, 
with M. E. Shultz, secretary, Beatrice, 
Nebraska. 





PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF PHAR- 
MACY.—At the meeting held on December 
2oth Joseph Crawford read a very interest- 
ing paper on ‘‘Local Indigenous Plants of 
Medical Interest.” He illustrated his re- 
marks with a large number of beautiful herb- 
arium specimens. Herman Harms took up 
the coloring principal of the poke berry. 
He gave the results of a series of experi- 
ments, using the well-known solvents, and 
gave a process for obtaining the coloring 
matter. Dr. Gubbins, an alumnus, then 
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exhibited a small pill compressor for pre- 
scription use, claiming that it possessed 
advantages over any in the market in dis- 
charging its contents readily ; he also sug- 
gested an easy way to detect alcohol in 
essential oils by igniting a small quantity in 
aspoon. The alcohol would take fire first, 
burning with its characteristic blue flame. 
Joseph W. England, Ph. G., read notes on 
glycerin suppositories, the mode of filling 
soft capsules, sponge cleaning in hospitals 
and other practical topics. George Beringer 
said he had received a prescription for 
hyoscine in 4 gr.doses,whereas the regular 
dose is from +45 to x}, of a grain. He de- 
clined to put it up of course. The doctor 
affirmed his prescription, Mr. Beringer 
thought the doctors may get hyoscine mixed 
up with the old-time hyosciamine, a much 
weaker remedy. 





MASSACHUSETTS College. — The 
following have been elected officers of 
the class of ’93. President, R. B. Mc- 
Lean; vice-presidents, W .Dodd Small. 
and Miss M. E. W. Bartlett; secretary, 
A. P. Woodward; treasurer, C. P. 
Walker; valedictorian, H. E. Carpen- 
ter, and salutatorian, G. E. Coleman."4 





Obituary. 
PROF. HORSFORD, 


EBEN NORTON HORSFORD was 
born in the little town of Moscow, 
Livingston County, N. Y., July 27, 
1818. He took a course of study at 
the Rensselaer Institute, and graduated 
as a civil engineer when he was only 
19 years old. 

He was engaged for two years in 
the Geological Survey of New York as 
the 2ssistant to the professor in charge, 
and shortly after he had reached his 
majority he became professor of 
Mathematics and the Natural Sciences 
in the Albany Female Academy, and 
remained there four years, 

Then he went abroad and studied 

chemistry under Liebig at Giessen, in 
Germany. When he came back he 
was appointed Rumford Professor of 
Applied Sciences at Harvard University. 
He remained at Harvard sixteen years, 
and at a time when other scholars 
begin to settle comfortably in their 
professional seats he resigned his 
position. 

While he was at Harvard he was 

constantly making experiments and 
putting new ideas into practical use. 
He secured no less than thirty patents, and 
he became a very rich man, Leaving Har- 
vard he engaged in chemical manufacturing 
that was based on his own inventions. 

He prepared the plans on the proper 
material for the service pipes of the Boston 
water works and that city acknowledged 
his services by presenting to him a set of 
costly plate. 

He devised marching rations for the army 
so as to reduce transportation labor to the 
simplest degree, and Gen. Grant ordered 
right off 500,000 of the rations. 

He endowed the college library of Wells- 
ley College,and founded the system of “Sab- 
batical year,” by which each professor is 
allowed one year in every seven for rest and 
study in Europe, and he established a 
system of pensions for professors. 

Prof. Horsford believed that he had dis- 
covered thetrue and original discoverers of 


eee 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


America. He believed that it was in 
Boston harbor that Lief Erikson landed his 
men and ships. 

For several years he did nothing but work 
on his plans for demonstrating beyond pre- 
adventure that the lost city founded by Erik- 
son was built along the Charles River. 

Elmer Cameron, Ph.G., of Chambers- 
burg, Pa., died at his father’s residence on 
Philadelphia Ave. after several months’ 





E. C. Marshall. 


Ernest C, Marsuatt, Ph.G., the winner of the 
prize contest for hot soda formulas inaugurated in 
the October issue of the American DruGaist, was 
born in Boston thirty-seven years ago. He is of 
good old New England stock, his ancestors for many 

ears occupying the old house in Plymouth “oe ee pend 
built by he fathers of the family in, ‘Good Old Colony 
Times.”’ His education finished in the High School 
of Boston, he entered the drug business in the year 
1870, and soon after matriculated at the Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy, graduating in the year 1875. 











E, C. MARSHALL, 


He is a member and trustee of the College of 
Pharmacy, life member of the Massachusetts State 
Pharmaceutical Association, and member of the A. 
P. A., ex-president of the Alumni Association and of 
the M. S. P. A. His administration of the Retail 
Druggists’ Protective Associationof Boston during 
the trial of the Campion plan wase arnest and 
vigorous, detecting many flagrant violations of the 
cutoff lists. 

His address as president of the M.S. P. A. was 
said to have been one of the most thoughtful 
and progressive addresses the association was ever 
favored with. In every position of trust or respon- 
sibility he has always appreciated to the fudl that 
“*rank imposes obligations,’ and has never lost sight 
of the important fact that those who have honored 
him are entitled to receive in return his best thought 
and service. In public jife he has been a member 
of the Boston city councii and is now serving a three 

ears’ term on the" . school board. He lives his 
best at his home, weere in his library with his charm- 
ing wife and his three children he takes his keenest 
enjoyment. 

“ Books are his best companions, ’’he says, and 
wherever he may be found, you may depend, in 
some pocket there is a volume with which to put 
to advantage the time that would be otherwise 
wasted. e are pleased to show to our readers 
the portrait of this earnest, conscientious, educated 
New Englander. 
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illness, from consumption. He _ entered 
Nixon’s drug store some years ago, and last 
spring was graduated from the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy. He had a bright 
future before him, and his early demise will 
be regretted by his many friends. 


Mr. Elisha Myrick, formerly of the firm 
of Cheney & Myrick (now Cheney & Neill), 
druggists of Boston, died at his residence in 
Melrose, recently, of heart failure. Mr. 
Myrick was born in Eastham, Mass., Sept. 
19, 1825. He retired from business about 
five years ago. 


Mr. William K. Winant died at his resi- 
dence, at Rochelle Park, N. Y. quite re- 
cently. In early life he was a druggist in 
New York and Brooklyn. Subsequently he 
entered the real estate business, in which he 
continued until two years ago. 


The funeral of Mr. Jno. L. Zwanz- 
ger took place about a month ago from 
his residence, 1201 West Lombard St., 
Baltimore, Md. Mr. Zwanzger had 
carried on the drug business for the last 
twenty years, and gained many friends, 
who greatly deplore his loss. 

Mr. H. J. Harwood, of Nashua, N. 
H., died recently at his home in that 
city. He came to Nashua from Can- 
ada, and was engaged in the drug 
business on Canal St. for nearly two 
years, making a number of friends in 
that city, who heard with regret of his 
sudden death. 


= Charles T. C. Gerhard, druggist at 
the presbyterian Hospital for a period 
of 19 years, died at his home in Phila- 
delphia, aged 48 years. The subject 
of this notice was considered by his 
many friends as an honorable, upright 
and faithful citizen. 


CHARLES C, FERRIS, 


Charles C. Ferris, superintendent of 
the pharmaceutical production depart- 
ment of the Meyer Brothers Drug 
Company, St. Louis, committed suicide 
on January 5th by shooting himself in 
the head at his home at Ellendale. He 
went home on the previous night 
apparently of sound mind. He slept 
soundly until 6 o’clock in the morning, 
when he arose, and, after taking a rev- 
olver from the dresser drawer, he 
walked down-stairs into the dining- 
room, where he blew out his brains. 
The theory of his suicide most gen- 
erally accepted is that he was tempor- 
arily insane. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


We will be pleased to give publicity in this 
column to any contributions on matters of 
general trade interest. We do not, however, 
assume any responsibility whatever for the 
statements made nor for the opinions expressed, 

To insure attention all communications 
should be accompanied by the name and address 
of the author, though, if desired, the annoy- 
mity of the writer will be sedulously guarded, 
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Refuse to Dispense Dangerous 
Prescriptions. 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

On page 97 in the November number of 
the AMERICAN DRUGGIST a correspond- 
ent asks an opinion as to whether he did 
right in refusing to dispense a prescrip- 
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tion consisting of three-twelfths oil of tur- 
pentine, one-twelfth ether, and eight- 
twelfths pure alcohol, the dose being one 
fluidrachm. 

It would seem that there can be but one 
answer: No pharmacist had a right to dis- 
pense such a mixture unless he had _ posi- 
tive assurance that it was to be diluted 
with some bland fluid before administration 
and had there been a fatal termination in 
the case of the child, which came near being 
strangled, the pharmacist would prob- 
ably have been called upon to defend a 
suit in the courts conjointly with the igno- 
rant prescriber. The correspondent was 
perfectly justfied in holding the prescrip- 
tion. 

As to how far the patient should be 
acquainted with the true state of 
affairs, no rule can be laid down, since 
each special case must be decided upon 
its own merits and surrounding circum- 
stances. Protect the physician if pos- 
sible; if this be not possibie, do not 
jeopardize your own reputation by 
withholding the truth from the cus- 
tomer. But, as the editor truthfully 
remarks, the pharmacist cannot always 
avoid unpleasantness, try whichever 
way he will. 

ETHELWOLF FOWLER. 

Cuicaco. 
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Proprietary Medicines on the 
Cooperative Plan, 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

I would like to offer a suggestion 
which I think if carried out would do 
away to a great extent with the patent 
medicines that are cut so. 

To follow my suggestion, it would 
of course be necessary for the druggists 
to be thoroughly organized in the town 
or city as we are here. We have a 
membership of about twenty-five or 
twenty-six, taking in the whole of Dela- 
ware Co. About twenty of them are 
in Chester ; all belong to the association 
buttwo. We meet first of each month. 

At our next meeting I shall endeavor 
to have the plan adopted. 

What I propose is this: Let the as- 
sociation agree upon a good sensible 
formula for a full line of patents—sar- 
saparilla, cough syrup, liniment, etc. 
Also agree upon style, bottles, labels. 
Choose a name for them. Have them 
copyrighted. Let the secretary of the 
association order the labels: have them 
lithographed, and order them by the 
thousands, so as to get them as cheap as 
possible, let each member buy the labels 
from the secretary as he wants them at cost 
and put up the preparations from this form- 
ula we adopt. Then when it becomes 
necessary to sell a proprietary article sell 
our own, which I think could be done by 
united effort, each druggist pushing the 
same article. 

You soon get the people to think it must 
be a good thing, and by getting it intro- 
duced in different sections of the city and 
finding it is a good thing, one soon tells an- 
other. 

In that way I think we could soon drive 
these patents out of the market to a certain 
extent, and the preparations of the associa- 
tion would soon be household remedies, and 
we would show these patent medicine 
kings who have so little consideration for 
the retailer, that we are independent of them. 
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They could then give their undivided atten- 
tion to the cutter, whom they seem to love 
so much. 

Each member of the association could 
contribute say 25 cents per week toward 


B. Frank Hays. 


B: Frank Hays is the son of the well-known phar- 
macist, Mr. David Hays, and was bornin New Yorkin 
1857. He received his early education at the 13th Street 
School and entered the New York College of, Phar- 
macy In 1873, and graduated two years later, carry- 
ing off the third prize. While at college he was ap- 
pointed “Quiz Master,’’ and on leaving received a 
testimonial of which he is justly proud. In 1875 he 
entered his father’s store, situated at Division 
and Clinton Streets, where his brother already was, 
where he remained for fourteen years, his brother 
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B. FRANK HAYS. 


subsequently withdrawing from the firm to goto 
Europe tostudy medicine He has carried on the store 
at sth Avenue and 46th Street for about four years. He 
has greatly interested himself in the manufacture of 
cocaline, and the Begundia Coca Company was or- 
iginated by him 

He has been an active member of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association, alsothe Alumni Associ- 
ation, of the New York College, and was a member 
of the Board of Pharmacy. Fic also belongs to the 
Torrey Botanical Club, 

Some time ago he compiled a pamphlet entitled 
*““Notes on New Remedies,’’ which was received 
well by both pharmacists and physicians. He also 
save a lecture onthe “ Life of Scheele,”’ the great 
Swedish chemist, which was afterward published in 
pamphlet form and also reprinted in 7he Scienti/ 
American, 

Mr. Hays thinks that pharmacy at present is made 
too much of a trade, when it should be as distinctly a 
profession as is the medical. He confidently looks 
forward to the day when the pharmacist will have 
no store, but will receive like a physician in his con 
sulting room. Hes of the opinion that science and 
trade cannot combine without harm to the former, 
and that lots of young men leave the pharmaceutical 
colleges to study the medical profession,as they can- 
not reconcile themselves to entering a store, and con- 
sequently a trade, He has studied the professional 
side of his business, and believes in gaining the con- 
fidence of the physicians, and his brilliant success 
is the best evidence that he has himself gained 
the confidence of the medical profession of this 
city. He is an earnest student and wonderfully 
ready in he use of his varied learning. 
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advertising the preparations in our local 
papers ; 25 cents each, 25 members,would be 
$6.25, and would pay for fair sized advertise- 
ment two or three times a week. 

Now, then, what is the result, if this plan I 
propose is a success? 

First, we are selling a preparation of 
which we know the composition. 

Second, the profits are larger and goods 
are as good if not better than the cut-rate 
goods. 

Third, they cannot be cut, as we control 
them ourselves, 

I would like to have the opinion of your 
many readers on this subject, whether they 
think it practicable,whether it would be likely 

to prove a success and their opinion in 
general, or any suggestions to better 
the plan. 

F. E. E. HUDSON, 

Cuester, Pa. 

= +0 
A Stamp Tax on Patent 
Medicines, 
VERY UNPOPULAR. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

The suggestion of an increase of the 
tax on spirits and a return to taxation 
of proprietary articles will be very un- 
popular, and I am glad of the oppor- 
tunity to add my protest to the general 
objection. 

D. G, STOUGHTON, 

Hartrorp, Conn. 


DRUGGISTS UNABLE TO BEAR ANY 
MORE TAX. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

The drug trade, on account of cut- 
ting of prices, is in very bad shape, and 
if another load of taxation is added, I 
for one will go into another business. 
The druggists are not able to bear any 
more tax, and I predict more failures 
inthe drug trade than any other the 
next year. 

I. M. BUCKWALTER. 


PHOENIXVILLE, Pa 


“GIVE THEM ALL THE ROPE THEY 
WANT.” 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 
Being a Republican, I have no voice 
in the matter, and do not wish to have. 
“‘ Give them all the rope they want”. 
What’s the use of worrying, when 
the Millenium will commence in a few 
months, 
M. A. WITHERS. 

Pottstown, Pa. 

REGARDED AS INFAMOUS, 
attor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

Spirits is taxed sufficiently now in ou 
opinion; further would make it burden- 
some on the afflicted. A “stamp tax” 
would be infamous and would justify a 
rebellion. 

MCKNIGHT & BRO. 

Brooxkvitie, Pa. 

OPPOSED TO THE TAX. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : ‘ 

Opposed to any change in tax on spirits 
also agalnst stamp tax od proprietaty prep- 
arations, 

MELHORN & BROCKLEY, 


Hanover, Pa, 


FAVORS A STAMP TAX.—OPPOSES AN. 


ALCOHOL TAX, 


Fdttor AEMRICAN DRUGGIST: 
In reply to your inquiry of Dec. 30, I 


























January, 1893. | 


favor a stamp tax on proprietary medicinal 
preparations. It was a grave mistake to 
have removed it both for the government 
and for the proprietors. No class of man- 
ufacturers can bear it so well, since the pro- 
prietor can make his price to cover a profit 
on the stamps as well as on the goods. 

On the other hand, an increase in the tax 
on alcohol would not only be an unequal 
burden ona class already paying an enor- 
mous portion of the income of the govern- 
ment, but it would rob them of some 
millions of dollars of which the government 
would not get a cent, but which would go 
directly into the treasury of the infamous 
whiskey trust. 

There are no words in the English lan- 
guage which would express my opinion of 
a Congress that would pass an act increas- 
ing the tax on spirits in the face of the pub- 
licity given tothe recent moves of the Cattle 
Feeding and Distilling Co. Wecannot fail 
to suppose that every member voting in 
favor of it is paid for his vote. 

Rather than increase the tax I would 
prefer that the present tax be entirely re- 
moved. 

ALBERT R. DURHAM, 
Trading as McCurdy & Durham. 


Reapina, Pa. 


UNCALLED FOR. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

The present tax on spirits I consider ex- 
horbitant and unjust. Only for the reckless 
expenditure for pensions granted during 
the present administration, there is no 
reason whythere should be a reduction 
instead of an_ increase. Certainly 
the increase will affect the _ retail 
druggist, as all preparations contain 
more or less spirits, and the selling price of 
tinctures will remain the same. The stamp 
on patents will nearly all come out of the 
retailer's profit. -War tariff in times of 
peace uncalled for, is my view of it. 

JOHN A. MORGAN. 

Norwrcnu, Conn, 


UNJUST IN THE EXTREME. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

I think it is unjust in the extreme that 
we should be taxed any more than we are 
at present. I think it will have a tendency 
to limit sales of all articles in which alcohol 
enters. Then we havea U.S. license of 
$25 to pay, which is an extortion, 
and for my part, do not think I sell 
enough to cover it during the year. I 
have no doubt that many sell liquor simply 
to make the tax that otherwise would not. 
As regards the stamping of proprietary 
articles especially, should the tax be more 
than formerly, it would be detrimental to 


the trade. J. SPANGLER. 
CHAMBERSBURG, Pa, 


OPPOSED TO THE TAX. 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

I think it is impossible to devise a form 
of proprietary stamp tax that would not 
be unjust in its operation even if it were 
conceded that the whole “patent medecine”’ 
business were open to serious objection 
and a fair target for unfavorable class 
legislation. Under the old law, for instance, 
an article labeled ““ Cold Cream ” without 
having the name of the seller or maker 
on the label on the box was subect to 
the stamp tax, as it was classified as a cos- 
metic. When I bottled cod-liver oil and 
labeled it “Milhau’s Cod Liver Oil” it was 
stamped. The lineis impossible to draw. 

It was not sufficient to label your box 
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“ Seidlitz Powders U. S. P.” It was neces- 
sary to add the page and paragraph of 
the Pharmacopceia on which the formula 
appeared. 

Besides, a violation of the law wasa felony. 
One might merely, because, of the oversight 
of an employee, be thrown into the U. S. 
penitentiary besides being fined. 

So far from being detrimental to the 
interests of the patent medicine manu- 
facturer, the law gave him the best assur- 
ance against imitation, By paying $100 he 
could have a special stamp engraved. The 
public looked for this stamp as a guarantee 
of genuineness, and to counterfeit this stamp 
-was the same as counterfeiting United States 
money. So far as the objectionable class of 
patent medicine proprietors is concerned 
such a law is greatly to their interest. 

I feel sure that the retail druggist would 
suffer from the tax and suffer unjustly. 
It would not severely interfere with the sale 
of patent medicines, and the price of the 
stamp would come out of the retailer’s 
profits where he has any. 


EL: MIBHAU, 
New York Ciry. 
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A MATTER OF INDIFFERENCE, 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

Ihave given the matter some thought, 
and upon reflection] do not know that 
I feel any interest in the matter one way 
or another. The retail drugmen have been 
in the hands of the “proprietary men” 
for along time, and I think they have been 
long suffering and I dare say indifferent. 
I feel this way. 

J, W. ECKFORD. 

ABERDEEN, MIss. 


DON’T DO IT, 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

Poor people will suffer most if alcohol 
and patent medicines are heavily taxed. 
Omitting all other considerations, we say, 
don't do tt. 

WILLIS N: BARBER, 
of Marvin & Barber, 

MERIDEN, Conn. 


BOTH VERY UNJUST. 

Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 
I consider the proposed renewal of the 
stamp tax on proprietary goods and the 
increase of the tax on alcohol as very un- 
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desirable. The former is a direct and ab- 
solute tax on the retail druggist, who is the 
only person upon whom it would fall, for 
the manufacturer and jobber both receive 
the advance in price necessary to cover the 
cost of stamps, while the retailer cannot 
get more than some vregu/ar price, like 25, 
50, 75 cents, or $1, for the article from the 
consumer. The tax on alcohol, so far as it 
aifects the retail drug business, will also 
come out of the pocket of the retail drug- 
gist, and cannot be charged to the consum- 
er. Iam positively and earnestly opposed 
to both of these proposed taxes, for I con- 
sider them very unjust to those in our busi- 
ness. S. A. D, SHEPPARD. 
Boston, Mass, 


FAVORS THE STAMP TAX, 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

Personally I favor the increase in tax on 
alcohol, believing that a tax of this kind 
would stimulate the manufacture of phar- 
maceutical preparations by the pharmacist 
himself. Stimulate him to exercise his in- 
genuity without misapplying this ingenu- 
ity. All proprietary goods should be 
under the surveillance of the government. 
Every package should be accompanied with 
formulz and process of manufacture, and 
subject to astamp tax, as was in vogue some 
years ago. Any violation or change in for- 
mula or process should be subject to a 
heavy fine for each and every offense. This 
might foster true and legitimate prepara- 
tions, elevating pharmacy professionally 
and financially, 

CHARLES T. P. FENNEL. 
Cincinnati, O, 


Ten-Cent Counters in Drug 


Stores. 


NOT A GOOD MOVE, 
Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

We have never tried a ten-cent counter, 
but shouldn't think it a good move on the 
part of any druggist. 

E. A. BRODHEAD & SON. 
KITTANNING, Pa, 
NOT IN THEIR LINE, 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

In reply to yours ofthe 30th ult. would 
say that establishing ten-cent counters in 
drug stores is not in our line. That be- 
longs to parties who selleverything. Drug- 
gists do a legitimate business, and printer's 
ink is the advertiser they should use. 

J. H. KLEIN, 


HAnovVER, Pa. 
WILL ADOPT THE PLAN, 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

The suggestion of your Philadelphia 
correspondent concerning a ten-cent counter 
or department in a drug store so impressed 
me when! read it that it has recurred to 
my mind again and again, until I feel im- 
pelled to adopt the plan in my store. 

There may not be millions in it, but there 
is novelty and possibilities. 

J. O. K. ROBERTS. 
PHOENIXVILLE, Pa. 


A GOOD IDEA, 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

Replying to your favor of the 3oth ult. 
willsay the idea of a ten-cent counter 
struck me as a good one, and I think I 
will try it. E, L. HENDERSON 

BeavER FA ts, Pa. 








142 
OF DOUBTFUL UTILITY. 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST: 

In reply to your inquiry of the 4th inst, 
“‘the feasibility of establishing ten cent 
counters in drug stores,” I would say that 
perhaps in some localities it might be of 
advantage to have a counter devoted to 
ten cent articles only, but I cannot see that 
it would be to our personal benefit to go 
more extensively into it than by having 
ready such preparations as are usually de- 
manded in a drug store doing a quiet 
neighborhood prescription business. 

It is the habit of many apothecaries to keep 
ready for immediate delivery such articles 
as are frequently called for in five and ten 
cent packages, neatly put up in paper, box 
or bottle, as the case may be. 

This line might be greatly extended, but 
it is a question whether it does not inter- 
fere with sales in larger quantities, as well 
as detracting from the professional side of 
our business. 

I have observed in several instances 
where ten cent sample bottles of proprietary 
medicines have been placed on the market 
that they sell almost to the exclusion of the 
larger packages of the same goods. 

DAVID PRESTON, 
of Wm. Procter, Jr. Co. 

PuiLavevrnia, Pa, 


A TEN-CENT SHOW WINDOW. 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST : 

The value of a ten-cent counter depends 
on the condition of trade and on the store. 
If I were situated as are some of the promi- 
nent stores of your city, 1 would not care for 
the ten-cent counter; but if situated as nine- 
tenths of the retail druggists are, I would 
have any sort of a counter to draw trade. 

If one is to be asuccess—and that must be 
financially—he must hustle, keep to the 
front, make all customers his own, and not 
the clerk’s. Keep goods to the front, and if 
necessary make a cut into the dry-good 
stores that sell toilet articles, etc. 

The bulk of retail pharmacists lack busi- 
ness get-up; they expect trade to seek them. 

I would suggest that if pharmacists were 
to make ten and twenty-five cent show 
window displays, it would take better, 
z. é. run a line of ten-cent soaps for one 
week, then a line of twenty-five-cent extracts, 
or sponges, or anything else outside the legit- 
imate drug business. 

From a practical (money making) point 
of view, I believe in any thing that will induce 
trade, as the masses do not believe in what 
is called a successful (learned) pharmacist, 
but rather a man who isa financial success. 


A. E. SCHAEFFER. 
Houston, Texas. 


FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH THE IDEA. 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGIST ° 

At the time of reading the article on ten 
cent counters, inthe AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
it impressed me as being a good idea and 
one that would draw trade and increase one’s 
bank account, and if I had the room I 
should certainly give it a trial. 


FRANK E, E, Hupson., 
Cuesta, Pa. 


NO CHEAP-JOHN BUSINESS, 


Editor AMERICAN DRUGGiST: 

At your solicitation my opinion is that the 
drug business is quite sufficiently degraded 
already by the introduction of the great 
curse to the people and nuisance to the drug 








business of patent medicines, without the 
Cheap John business behind our counters. 
RUDOLPH WILLIAMS, 
Corumsia, Pa. 
Seo Ne 
M. Louis Pasteur. 


On Tuesday, Dec. 27th, M. Louis Pasteur, 
the distinguished biologist and chemist, 
celebrated his seventieth birthday at his 
home in Paris. The occasion was one of 
great pomp, undisturbed by the political 
scandals of the hour. M. Pasteur was 
given a magnificent ovation. The famous 
savant entered the hall leaning on the arm 
of M. Carnot, President of the Republic. 
The eminent English surgeon, Sir Joseph 
Lister, made a speech in which he was 
ioudly applauded, especially that part in 
which he admired M. Pasteur as much for 
his integrity as for his scientific attain- 
ments. 

M. Pasteur was so moved by the ovation 
which he received that he was not able to 
speak, and his son read his speech. The 
aged scientist sobbed when he spoke of his 
wife and relatives. 








M. LOUIS PASTEUR. 


Then various delegations filed by to con- 
gratulate him. The most applauded were 
the Copenhagen and Stockholm delegations. 
The scene was most interesting. It was 
regretted that the scientific societies of Ber- 
lin were not represented. 

M. Pasteur’s fame as the discoverer of 
the cure or preventive of hydrophobia will 
last forever. His name is also connected 
with the anti-cholera vaccine of M. Haff- 
kine. 

The AMERICAN DRUGGIST presents 
the above exact likeness of M. ‘Pasteur from 
a recent photograph. 
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“Doctor, what do you do when you burn 
your mouth with hot coffee?” asked a 
young lady. “Swear,” said the doctor. 

A Dublin doctor lately sent a bill to a 
lady which ran thus: “To curing your 
husband until he died.”—Offiice and Shop. 

Cholera—Haven’t I been a great help to 
you newspaper people ? 

Editor—Well, I fancy honors are easy.— 


Life. 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
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New York City. 


Mr. J. Frank Miles, formerly with Z. 
Benson, 2334 Third Ave., has taken the 
store at 470 Lenox Ave., and will conduct 
it under his own name. 


Howard E. Thompson, who used to be a 
prosperous druggist at 56th St. and 
Park Ave., was held in $1,000 at Jeffer- 
son Market Police Court recently on the 
charge of swindling dealers in surgical in- 
struments. 


A deficiency judgment for $57,770 was 
recently entered against William H. Riker, 
formerly dealer in drugs at Sixth Ave. 
and 22d St. in favor of Minnie M. Palmer 
on the foreclosure of a mortgage on the 
house at Riverside Drive and 108th St. 


The kedge anchor of a drug store is a 
good clerk. This implies a person who can 
“Parle vous, deutsch sprechen, Habla y 
Hispanola” along with his other qualifica- 
tions besides the usual box of tricks. No 
wonder good drug clerks are scarce. 


The courtly and portly Geo. Andrews, late 
of the Tremmer Malt Extract Co., of Ohio 
and an old-time well-known druggist, is now 
traveling salesman for McKesson & Rob- 
bins. His engaging manners and droll per- 
sonality must win for him a great addition 
to his already large circle of acquaintances. 


The sheriff has received four attachments, 
aggregating $3,000, against John Bard 
Rogers, of Hyde Park, N. Y., who was a 
partner in the firm of Sardy, Coles & Co., 
importers of druggists’ sundries at 141 
Maiden Lane, who failed in October, 1891, 
with liabilities of about $35,000. 


Justice Truax, of the Supreme Court, has 
denied a motion of Horatio N. Fraser, the 
druggist at Fifth Ave. and 23d St., 
under the name of Fraser & Co., to restrain 
Thomas E, Fraser, a druggist at 54th St. 
and Second Ave., from also using the 
words Fraser & Co. 


The premises now occupied by Mr. James 
B. Horner, R. Hiller’s Son and E. Sehlbach 
& Co., Nos. 48, 46 and44 Cedar St., re- 
spectively, will be demolished on May 1, and 
upon the site will be erected a new building 
for the Continental Fire Insurance Com- 
pany. 

We are informed that Mr. Carl Brucker 
has been admitted as a partner in the firm 
of Messrs. Fritsche Brothers,New York city 
Mr. Brucker had previously been connected 
with the house here, and lately held the 
procuration of their Leipsic firm. Mr. 
Sigmund Leerburger has severed his connec- 
tion. 


Agent Lederle, of the County Board of 
Pharmacy, recently made a raid on several 
uptown all-night drug stores. He arraigned 
Wm. Wilson, proprietor of the drug store 
at 34th St. and Broadway, and L. F. Endler, 
proprietor of the Hotel Metropole Pharmacy, 
charging them with employing unregistered 
prescription clerks for night work. 


Mr. J. A. Rosenheim a graduate of Chi- 
cago College of Pharmacy, class of ‘89, for- 
merly night manager of Wilson's pharmacy 
at 34th street and Broadway has accepted 
a position with J. Milhau’s Son at 183 
Broadway. Mr. Rosenheim is not only an 
expert compounder of drugs, but holds the 
record as a detector of thieves having had 
several exciting adventures with tenderloin 
toughs who tried to rob the 34th St store. 






























